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Calendar of Events

(All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted)

	9/ 6
	7:15 pm Clerks Meeting

	9/9
	9:00 am Friends working at Free Store (See Mary Ann Curtis)

	9/12
	7:30 pm Jesus Discussion Group

	9/16
	8:30 am Peace and Social Concerns

	9/16-17
	2:00 pm Young Friends Overnight Campout

	9/17
	FUN Committee Work Day after rise of Meeting

	9/24
	Community Committee Meeting at rise of meeting

	9/29 –10/ 1
	Fall Retreat at Quaker Knoll “Living Our Testimonies as a Community”  (see details inside)

	10/14-15
	Joint Quarterly Meeting  (see details inside)


From the Book of Discipline of the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting
Religious Society of Friends 1978
Silent Meeting - The Meeting for Worship is set apart for corporate aspiration. Its basis is silent and direct communion with God. It affords opportunity for a resolute fixing of the heart and mind upon that which is unchangeable and eternal, making it a time of expectant waiting for the leading of the Divine Spirit. 

Gathering in an outward silence is not enough. Each individual must consciously and earnestly seek in humble reverence for a renewed sense of the inward power of the Spirit. From the depths of that stillness comes the consciousness of the presence of God. In this experience individuals will not only find direction for their lives and strength for their needs, but will also feel an urge to share with others the thoughts and aspirations that have come to them. As the worshipers seek to be led to larger visions and pray to become more obedient to the Christ within, their united effort will release to all in the Meeting the riches of the Spirit. 
True worship, whether vocal or silent, is offering ourselves, body, mind, and soul, for the doing of God's will. During the silent waiting, the flow of the Divine Spirit from heart to heart is often felt. "One is your teacher, and all ye are brethren."6 Worshipers should gather in a spirit of silent prayer with a willingness to give, as well as receive, so that the full possibilities of the Meeting hour can be reached and its influence extended throughout the community from week to week.  (http://www.quaker.org/ovym/friends.htm)
For the month of September, the Greeter of the Meeting is Ellen Dienger, Closer is Willard Vaughan
IF YOU WANT TO HELP, feel free to contact Eileen Bagus at Eileenbagus@aol.com
Memorial Services for Wallace T Collett

There will a memorial service at 3:00 pm on September 30, 2006 at Jonah’s run Baptist Church on State Route 73 (just west of I-71) in Wilmington, Ohio.  Casual attire please and a picnic will follow the service.

A second service will be held at 2:00 pm on Saturday October 7, 2006 at Haverford Friends meeting House 855 Buck Lane Haverford, PA 19041 with a reception following the service.

Draft Minutes for the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business Seventh Month Ninth Day, 2006 were not available at the time of publishing but will be available on September 10, at the next scheduled Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business.
2006 Epistle from Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting 30 July 2006

 To Friends everywhere, Greetings to Friends throughout creation, from Friends meeting at Earlham College for the 186th annual session of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.  Both familiar faces and many new faces mingled in love and joy at our sessions. In these perilous and momentous times, we remember the counsel of George Fox: “Sing and rejoice, ye children of the day and of the light; for the Lord is at work in this thick night of darkness that may be felt. And truth doth flourish as the rose, and the lilies do grow among the thorns, and the plants atop of the hills, and upon them the lambs do skip and play. And never heed the tempests nor the storms, floods nor rains, for the seed Christ is over all, and doth reign. And so be of good faith and valiant for the truth.” (Epistle 227, Eleventh Month, 1663) We have indeed felt God’s presence working strongly among us this week, as we have worshiped together and explored how God is leading us, as we have sought guidance on our most deeply-felt concerns.

The theme of our Yearly Meeting has been “Seeking an Earth Restored: The Spiritual Path of Stewardship,” a theme we have explored in two plenary addresses and in a variety of workshops. We feel a sense of both urgency and hope. 

Our two plenary sessions were experienced as powerful trumpet blasts of the Holy Spirit. Doris Ferm called us “to commit to radically changed lives but filled with Spirit and universal love, in faith and in hope,” as we explore how to bring about a new planetary culture. Doris reminded us that “the earth is not to be used up. Rather, it is a gift to be treasured and to be passed on to our descendants.”

Previous generations of our ancestors have planted fruit trees, such as date trees, that matured long after the death of the planter. Let us see where we are called to plant such fruit trees. Instead of looking at ourselves primarily as stewards of our fellow creatures, let us act out of a sense of oneness with the natural world. All creatures belong to God: “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.”  Dear God, “you open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.” (Psalm 24:1-2; Psalm 145:16) Doris reminded us that our despair over global warming and environmental degradation had at last removed the scales from our eyes, allowing us to see that we humans are neither separate from, nor above, the natural world.

Carl Magruder helped us understand the pain and guilt expressed by many Friends during worship sharing. He said it arises because we are embedded in a system that does not allow us to live in integrity with our beliefs. He urged us not to succumb to a paralyzing sense of inadequacy. If we miss the mark, we must pick up our arrow and let it fly again and again.

Building on Doris’ message that we have been called to commit our lives to acts of faith, to live out a new truth, Carl urged us to embark on another leg of the journey that Quakers had endeavored to travel for over 350 years. We must willingly abandon the treasured values of the North American culture: comfort and convenience.

We belong to a worldwide community of Friends as well as to local communities. And our communities may be the best green technology we have. These are spiritual edifices far surpassing the grandeur of cathedrals and temples wrought of fine stonework, colored glass, and dazzling mosaic. Our religious communities are built from the very stones the Lord has lifted up to do His work. No matter where we are on Earth, we humans, fashioned by God, stand on holy ground to sing the praises of the Creator and the Creation.

Our workshops included an experiential exploration of expressing earth spirituality through music; examining the Biblical basis of earth care; an examination of the challenges of “peak oil” production, global warming, and the transition to a low-energy society; gardening as a spiritual path; starting an earth care committee at your local meeting; embracing earth care as a religious calling; and a look at sustainability in light of the spiritual and moral challenges of declining resources.

Friends in attendance expressed a sense that they were being led by the Spirit or of being uplifted and awed by the Light we experienced as a gathered meeting. We felt blessed by the loving spirit that characterized our business sessions and the absence of contentiousness over problematic issues such as the budget, the proposed revisions of our Faith and Practice, and financial stewardship of the Yearly Meeting.

We heard a variety of prophetic voices. At the beginning of our sessions, the Nominating Committee’s slate had over 30 unfilled positions; the Committee found Friends to fill many of these positions by our sessions’ end. We approved a minute urging our government to act to de-escalate hostilities in Lebanon and Israel. We held Mid East Yearly Meeting in the Light upon hearing that their assembly in Lebanon had to be canceled this year. We were disgusted by the erosion of civil liberties illustrated by the arrest of AFSC interns who were distributing counter-recruitment leaflets outside of “a Free Speech Zone” in Chicago on July 7.

These voices were accompanied by voices that reminded us repeatedly that discouragement and despair were not part of the Spirit of God. In a variety of settings Friends expressed a sense that there is no time to waste and a desire for concerted community action. But we must also have patience to wait in the Spirit for way to open.

“I must be the song I sing about,” sang Carl Magruder. Then, in conclusion, he proclaimed, “There is a symphony to be played, and I am longing to hear that music.”

We call for Friends everywhere to dedicate themselves in order to put the needs of the natural world first. We believe there will be no end to war, and no end to poverty, and no end to injustice, unless we create a new web of allegiance with the earth.

In God’s Love and Peace, Virginia Wood, Clerk (Source http://www.quaker.org/ovym/2006epistles.html) 
(Notes on Wilmington YM will be published when they become available)
EDUCATION NEWS

First Day School begins on September 10!    Religious Development Committee has been working hard to prepare, and we hope all the children will remind their parents to bring them every Sunday to be part of the fun!   The children will be going upstairs at 10:15 with their teachers.   Angela Schutzman will provide child care in the upstairs nursery for the youngest children, and she will bring all the children downstairs to the playroom at 11:00.  Parents should pick up their children after announcements in the basement playroom, and make sure that they clean up toys and activities before they leave. 

The primary class will be for ages 3 to 6, and will include Cecilia Branson, Morgan Ganance, and Nico Myers.  We are very excited about being able to offer classes for this age group again!   Activities for the primary class will include a story, an activity to go with the story, such as painting, play-dough, or nature collages, and a snack each week.  

The intermediate class  will be for children ages 7-12, including Martha Garcia, Hyland Schmidt, Alex Myers, Kaitlyn Funck, Rachel Logan, Sean Ganance, Bret Marshall, Dylan Cahalan, and Lucas Bertaux-Skeirik.  The intermediate class will be learning about Quaker History this year, beginning with George Fox, John Woolman, Quakers coming to America, and William Penn.  Activities this term will include a puppet play, making Quaker hats, and singing songs about George Fox and William Penn.   Marjorie Isaacs will again be leading "Children's Meeting" every fist Sunday, which helps children learn techniques for centering in silent worship, as well as holding their own Quaker business meetings. 

The teen group will include Olivia Logan, Adam Funck, Derik Ganance, Shannon Isaacs, and Chris Morriss.  The teens will meet with Wilhelmina Branson downstairs every other Sunday. 

Religious Development Committee is still seeking volunteers to teach a five-week term with either the primary or intermediate class.  If you are interested but not sure what teaching would be like, please come to a second hour on September 24, when Lisa Cayard will be sharing the curriculum and materials being used for First Day School.
Intermediate Youth Campout 2:00 pm September 16 to First Day School.  Enjoy fellowship, nature study, fun, fire circle, service project, meditation, games and pizza!  RSVP to Deborah Jordan at jordandh@email.uc.edu
The Adult Education Committee is in process of planning opportunities for spiritual growth for the Meeting Community for the coming months.  We would like to hear from you if you have an idea for an adult spiritual education program or if you are interested in facilitating a program.  You can contact any member of the committee:  Tim Leonard (513-871-0219), Paulette Meier (513-681-8851), or Eileen Bagus (513-891-8780).

So far the Jesus Study Group continues to meet regularly with Tom Bennett (859-781-4611) facilitating and Kate Anthony (513-559-9642) begins teaching a new Saturday Quakerism 101 course of about five weeks in August.  We hope to establish a cycle of offerings ranging from a single second hour, to fifth Sunday second hours in which someone from Meeting shares their spiritual journey—akin to the Living Witness presentations of Yearly Meeting, to miniseries of a few weeks in either second hour or evening times, to groups that could be open-ended, depending on the desires of the group and the availability of facilitators.

We have received requests to consider repeating both the Prayer and Spiritual Discernment groups that were offered last year.  In our brainstorming as a committee we have considered some additional topics:  peace and justice issues such as conscientious objection, possibly with an intergenerational focus; the arts such as music, visual or dance in spirituality; sexuality; the Silence; a women’s group using a combination of our own sharing with Books of Discipline to guide our reflections; a study of selected Pendle Hill Pamphlets; an Experiment with Light group who might practice with this specific form of meditation; a mini-course on non-theist Friends.  If any of these topics appeals to you for study, or if you would like to teach/facilitate/coordinate any of these topics or something else, please let us know. Adult Education Committee:  Tim Leonard, Eileen Bagus, Erin Bagus, Paulette Meier
KidsQuake, a Quaker Youth Outreach Project  KidsQuake (www.friendsmedia.org/kidsquake/) is a website dedicated to children everywhere who are learning about Quakerism. KidsQuake is a youth outreach project of the Southern Quarter of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. There are fun things to do, some Quaker history and trivia, and epistles from children around the world. Printable alternatives provided. (Paulette Meier and FGC)


REGISTRATION FOR COMMUNITY FRIENDS RENEWAL

Quaker Knoll Camp

September 29– October 1, 2006
You invited to join the Community Meeting family for a weekend of spiritual renewal and community building.  Our theme this year will be

“DISCERNING OUR CALL: INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE LEADINGS.”

Patricia Thomas of Campus Meeting will be our facilitator.

In preparation for our time together, please read the pamphlet by Patience A. Schenck, “Answering the Call to Heal the World.”   The pamphlet will be available from Ministry & Counsel.

The renewal will begin at 7:00 PM on Friday evening with an intergenerational activity.  There will not be a meal served Friday evening, so you may want to bring your supper to eat when you arrive.  If possible, plan on arriving before 7:00 to get settled in before we begin the activity.  The renewal will end after lunch and clean-up on Sunday.  

There will be a sign up sheet for clean-up duties, such as preparing breakfast, washing dishes, and taking out compost as needed, and cleaning bathrooms and vacuuming floors before we leave.

Items to bring:  Bedding, pillow, towel, soap, hiking shoes, warm clothes for cool evenings, bug spray, flashlights, games, snacks to share, musical instruments, songs, stories, containers for leftover food.

The cost will be $30 per adult, $15 for children under 12 to cover meals and program staff.  Cost for the pamphlet is $3.50.  Scholarship funds are available from the Cannon fund if needed.  (See a member of Ministry & Counsel for details.)  Please give registration to Eileen Bagus or send by email to <eileenbagus@aol.com> by September 24.   Payment may be made at the renewal.

NOTE:  A memorial meeting for Wallace Collett (details in 9th month newsletter) will be held on Saturday, Sept. 30 at 3:00 PM about 7 miles outside of Wilmington, with a meal served afterwards.  Some Friends plan to attend the memorial meeting and then return to Quaker Knoll for our evening program.  
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (cut here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RENEWAL REGISTRATION
Names of family members attending:  




Age of children:

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________
___________

3. ___________________________________________________
___________

4. ___________________________________________________
___________

Phone # __________________________ Email: ______________________________

Where do you prefer to sleep?  (Cabins are unheated, with bunk-beds and electric lights)
______ In the main building

_____ In a cabin (ideal for families)

Estimated time of arrival: _________
Please check meals your family will be eating at Quaker Knoll: 
 ____Sat Breakfast 
____Sat lunch
      ___Sat dinner
____ Sun breakfast
____Sun lunch
Patricia Thomas shared this bio of herself:  I am a life-long Friend, a graduate of Earlham School of Religion with a Master of Ministry (MMin) '90.  I am serving as Clerk of WYM Ministry and Counsel and Clerk of 
Campus Friends Meeting (WYM/OVYM).  I serve as a Spiritual Director for ESR students as well as members of the Wilmington College community. And, I have enjoyed writing devotions for Fruit of the Vine, a Barclay Press publication.  I am married to Doug Woodmansee, a Biology Professor at Wilmington College, and we live happily on his family farm in southwest Ohio. I have two grown sons and 6 grandsons with another on the way!

Joint Quarterly Meeting will be held on October 14 and 15 at the Happy Hollow Children’s Campground in Nashville, Indiana.  Ben Griffith, Miami Qtr Clerk has sent out a post card that says than by mid September a paper registration packet and website registration will be available.  “our time together will include worship, an intro to The Jesus Seminar, Quarterly Business, programs for all ages, Saturday mingt contra dance, and worship sharing on our personal feelings and experiences about Jesus.”
Note from Newsletter Editor: Things have not gone as wonderfully as one would hope or expect in the publishing of this newsletter.  With the newness of the editor to the meeting and everyone traveling this summer, the August newsletter was completed but just not sent out electronically as quickly as wanted.  Paper copies are available at the meeting house so for once, the Paper copy readers got the news before the electronic readers.  

We are working to correct this problem and hopefully this will not happen again.  Thank you for your patience and I look forward to seeing you in Meeting and receiving information for publishing in the newsletter.  Please be kind to us and hold us in the light as we make this and other transitions in the leadership.
"May we look upon our treasure, the furniture of our houses, and our garments, and try to discover whether the seeds of war have nourishment in these our possessions." - John Woolman, Quaker, NJ, 1774
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