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Calendar of Events

(All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted)

	1/28
	Second Hour – Quakers and the Scriptures” facilitated by Tim Leonard

	 2/6
	Quaker 201 – PH 245 Alternative Christianity – Paulette Meier 7:00 pm

	2/11
	Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

	2/18
	“the Silence” co-facilitated by Eileen Bagus & Paulette Meier

	2/20
	Quaker 201- Speaking as One Friend to Another – Alvin Jose

	2/25
	“the Silence” co-facilitated by Eileen Bagus & Paulette Meier


From the Book of Discipline of the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting 

Religious Society of Friends 1978
Business Relations 

Friends are urged in all their business and professional relations to make the motive of service superior to that of profit, and to endeavor by the application of both religious and economic principles to give full value for a fair compensation. 

Industrial Relations 

Friends involved in all fields of endeavor are urged to work in the spirit of service and to avoid exploitation of others. 

Those who are employers or supervisors of other people will find that recognition of and respect for each employee as an individual will smooth relations between management and labor. They are responsible for seeing that everyone's work load is equitable, that each one has reasonable working hours, and that pay be in accord with the work performed. In setting wage levels it is essential that employers consider the needs of employees and their families. These needs include necessary health and unemployment protection. 

It is important for the worker to give a full day's work for a full day's pay and to maintain a high standard of work quality while being sensitive to problems faced by the employer and other employees. 

Individuals should practice thrift and take thought for the future to be prepared for retirement. 

When manifest injustice exists in a place of employment, each person should conscientiously examine the possibility of non-violent methods to remedy that injustice

Minutes for the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Community Friends Meeting 12/10/06
Clerk Deborah Jordan opened the meeting reading out of the silence a passage from the writings of George Fox. Fifteen Friends were in attendance.

1. The minutes of the meeting of 11/12/06 were accepted.

2. The treasurer’s report was given by Malcolm Morriss and approved.

3. The Cannon Fund was discussed. This fund is owned by Community Friends Meeting as a result of the sale of property worth $40,000 that was given to the meeting. It was reported that the trustees of the fund will provide a write-up about the fund, its purpose, what to apply for, the size of typical grants, and how to make application. Treasurer Malcolm Morriss was commended for his work on this matter. It was noted that there is a mandated balance to this fund for the purpose of increasing its value.

4. The Budget for 2007 was presented. An increase of the grant to MARCC to $400.00 was APPROVED.
The budget was APPROVED.

It was noted that clarification of lines 37 and 40 is required, and that the Building Reserve of $10,000.00 has not yet been approved.

5. A committee was formed to visit with representatives of Wilmington Yearly Meeting (WYM) to converse and pray with them over Community Friends’ minute of separation from WYM. This committee consisted of Ken Bordwell, Byron Branson, Dour Burks, Deborah Jordan, and Tim Leonard.

6. The following proposal was made regarding 2006 contributions to our parent bodies:

In the past we have determined our contributions to our parent bodies by paying our WYM, FUM, and OVYM assessments. Then, to equal our contributions to the two “branches”, we added the amount contributed to WYM and FUM, subtracted what we gave to OVYM, and gave that amount to FGC. More recently we capped the total to all parent bodies at $10,000. We have not given abything to FUM or FGC since 2004.

To date, we have only paid OVYM $3,442.50 and Miami Quarterly $15.00. We have now decided to leave WYM, but have not made a financial contribution. This proposal, made in consultation with members of the Right Relationships ad-hoc committee is one of the final steps in completing our obligation to WYM. …

For the year 2006, Community Friends Meeting will contribute $3445.00 to Wilmington Yearly Meeting, an amount equivalent to what we were assessed by Ohioi Valley Yearly Meeting. We will also contribute $2000 to Friends General Conference. This is within the $10,000 limit we agreed on for our parent bodies. For 2007 and future budgets, we create a “Parent Bodies” category from OVYM and FGC. Either now or in the next few months, CMM will decide what our FGC contributions will be.

This proposal was accepted and APPROVED. It was also noted that the  precise amounts to be given to FGC and OVYM can be amended during 2007. This matter will be looked into by Eric Wolff, Nan Hatch, and Alvin Jose. Nan will report the group’s recommendations.

7. Meeting House brochures, which we approved for distribution to persons or agencies who may want to rent space in the Meeting House for various purposes will cost $389.00 instead of the $300.00 earlier allocated. The new price was APPROVED.
8. Jim Crocker-Lackness was nominated as a trustee representing CFM of the Friends Plot at Spring Grove Cemetery for a term of two years. Jim is to report the status of that holding to CFM on an annual basis. The nomination was APPROVED
9. A letter to President Bush recommending taking action in Darfur was distributed among Friends with a question about whether we should sign on to it. Since it could have been interpreted as an advocacy of violent action, the sense of the meeting was not to sign on to the letter.

10. Eileen Bagus reported on Adult Education. The committee is continuing its Quakerism 201 class and Experiment with Light sessions with good attendance, and setting further course and second hour offerings. The committee is open to any and all ideas for further religious education among members.

11. Nan Hatch gave a full report on the activities of the Peace and Social Concerns Committee. The committee has been engaged in follow-up dialogues on Iraq, postcard initiatives to Cincinnati City Council supporting minority workers rights and the threat of water privatization. The committee also participated in a call-in to City Council for the restoration of the human services budget in the city. The committee also provided a list of agencies they recommend the meeting support financially.

12. Lisa Cayard and Deborah Jordan reported for the Religious Development Committee, and Eric Wolff reported for House and Grounds. There is a need for some old trees to be removed, and the committee is looking at the meeting house on a room-to-room basis.

13. Reports were also filed by Ken Bordwell and Paulette Meier on wider Quaker Bodies. Ken reported on a meeting at Miami Quarterly, and told us $30,000 was raised in total to meet the insurance costs of Michel Clement of Cincinnati Friends. Paulette reported on a meeting of Miami Joint Quarterly Meeting.

14. The minutes for the Monthly Meetings of 10/8 and 11/12 were APPROVED with appropriate recommendations for amendment.

The meeting closed in silent worship.   Timothy Leonard, Recording Clerk.

Community Friends Meeting Draft Minutes for the Meeting for Worship 
with Attention to Business 12/10/2006

Speaking out of silent worship, Clerk Deborah Jordan read a passage from a sermon of Martin Luther King’s. Worship continued.

1. Treasurer’s report. Malcolm Morriss’s treasurer’s report was accepted with appreciation.

2.  Byron Branson reported a meeting with representatives of CFM and Wilmington Yearly Meeting (WYM) at Wilmington College on 1/5. The purpose of this meeting was to talk and pray with each other about the separation of CFM and WYM in a cordial and non-rancorous way. It was clearly understood and accepted by all persons there that the decision, though regrettable, was one that affirmed the truth about the relationship between CFM and WYM. Participants in that meeting included Franchot Ballinger, Lois Hackley Marvin Hall, and Patricia Thomas from WYM and Ken Bordwell, Byron Branson, Doug Burks, Deborah Jordan, and Tim Leonard from CFM.

3. The transfer of membership of Amala Lane from CFM to Morningside Meeting in New York City was APPROVED.

4. Committee reports at this meeting were lengthy and detailed. The following summaries attempt to capture their import to the meeting:


a. Religious Development Committee. The committee is working to develop guidelines in the manner of Friends for the protection of youth under the meeting’s care from sexual abuse. It has been the habit of the religious development committee to have at least two adults present in any gathering of children, and this will remain their policy.

The committee asked for support from the meeting, and invited suggestions for the guidelines from all Friends. Some suggestions were offered, but the committee wants to hear any and all ideas.


b. House and Grounds Committee. The committee is examining the meeting house room by room, examining doors, windows, walls and ceilings etc…. They are also investigating with the Stewardship Committee and the Friends in Unity with Nature Committee the potential of geothermal heating for the meeting house. In addition they are negotiating with Ed McAndrews, having advanced him $500.00, to take down a large American Elm tree that is endangering a neighbor’s house on Ledgewood Drive. 


c. Stewardship Committee. The committee asks all meeting committees to use their meetings and contacts with the Stewardship Committee to go over their budgetary needs and make their requests for funds rather than bringing requests to the monthly meeting. The question of in-kind contributions and their tendency to distort the real costs of running the meeting was discussed. Clerk Deborah Jordan asked if the Stewardship Committee and the Treasurer could work out some procedure whereby the real costs of the meeting could be recorded and reported while protecting the anonymity of benefactors when that is appropriate. The committee is also working through some ideas for a Capital Campaign.


d. Friends in Unity with Nature. The committee is investigating geothermal heating for the meeting house along with the House and Grounds Committee. This might be a way for CFM to be a leader in practicing environmental responsibility. Bill Cahalan is carrying forward his traveling ministry on food and the local economy to several Friends Meetings and other groups as well.

5. Unable to attend, Ken Bordwell filed a report on the FCNL Meeting 11/9-12 in Washington D.C. The theme for the meeting was “Building  a Living Peace Beyond the Absence of War.” While in Washington, Ken spoke to Representative Steve Chabot’s press aide and presented a four point plan for the withdrawal of troops from Iraq. He and Tara Failey, from Columbus talked with an aide in Senator Voinovich’s office about the same thing.

6. Friends were reminded that Ellen Dienger will be on trial January 23 for trespassing at Representative Steve Chabot’s Cincinnati Office to protest the American occupation of Iraq. Friends are invited to be present at the trial in support of Ellen. Shannon Isaacs appeared in Juvenile Court for the same offense, and all charges were dismissed.

7. Friends were reminded that Kay Thompson is gravely ill in the hospital, and Lee is alone in their home.

The meeting ended in silent worship and much gratitude to the Community Committee for the good food they offered to Friends who stayed for the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business.

Timothy Leonard, Recording Clerk

THE GIFT OF LAND AND FOOD - by Bill Cahalan

In this early stage of the world-wide ecological crisis, of the unraveling of the web of life, I feel that we Friends are called to bridge our culture’s, and Christianity’s, historic separation from the natural world by beginning to read not only Biblical scripture, but also the scripture of Creation.  We are called to sense not only each person, but each bird and tree, each field, stream, and forest, the Sun and the wind, as words being spoken or gestures being made by the Divine, as immeasurable gifts.

Our food can be experienced as such a manifestation of God, as a gift.  It comes from plants and animals, from air, water, soil, and Sun ;  in other words from the natural community Aldo Leopold called simply the “land”.  We need to cultivate mindfulness and communion with the land, with our food, with each other, and thereby with Divine Presence.  Out of the deepening gratitude involved in this practice, we will tend toward living in right relationship or integrity with Earth, perhaps becoming “agrarians” instead of mainly industrial consumers.  To make this shift we must tend the land, returning to the soil the nutrients we have taken from it in our food, and in the end relinquishing our bodies to the land community as a final repayment for what we have received.

We are indeed, whether the mainstream media covers it or not, entering a mostly growing ecological crisis. Maybe the essence of the crisis, physically and economically at least, is this:  As we expand in population and especially in industrial extraction/production (+l50% increase since the first Earth Day), even all the major renewable natural sources for our economy are, scientists agree, in steady decline.  These sources include forests, ocean fisheries, groundwater, pastureland, cropland acreage, and cropland topsoil.  The last four losses point to a global agricultural crisis, which must be understood in the context of the larger Earth crisis.

Whether farmers or not, we all need to begin seeing ourselves as agrarians.  Our deepest moral and religious motivations are called upon, beyond merely economic motives.  Can we Friends answer such a call?  Our F.U.N Committee has decided that food and land health is indeed a major moral concern.  We want to join the already existing local food economy as an opportunity to share meals, seeds and gardening, with each other and also with local growers  (see the calendar for gardening classes).  This also provides the satisfaction of addressing other aspects of our Earth crisis such as climate change.  

The formal sacraments of the Christian churches, including communion, were not practiced  by early Friends.  We have focused instead on the opportunity for communion in everyday life.  Growing food, buying it, eating it, and composting the scraps can be everyday openings into grateful communion experiences.  Wendell Berry, our Kentucky neighbor, wrote  “We depend upon other creatures and survive by their deaths.  To live, we must daily break the body and shed the blood of Creation.  When we do this knowingly, lovingly, skillfully, reverently, it is a sacrament.  When we do it ignorantly, greedily, clumsily, destructively, it is a desacration.”













