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Calendar of Events

(All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted)
	6/13
	Meeting with attention to business

	06/03
	Meeting Outdoors and Pancake Breakfast

	7/25-29
	2007 Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting 


Nominating Committee is on the Move
It is that time of year again when the nominating committee is looking for a few good Friends to step up and assume tasks within the Meeting.  I have already volunteered to continue the newsletter but there are other positions that will need to be filled.  
Help – the Meetinghouse needs a copier  - the current copier is dead (or so near we can not tell the difference) and there is a need for one.  If someone has one, or knows were we can get a good one (real cheap) please contact the Deborah Jordan, Clerk of Meeting.
Minutes for the Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Community Friends Meeting  3/11/07

The monthly meeting for worship with attention to business of Community Friends Meeting on 3/11/07 began in silent worship and a reading by Clerk Deborah Jordan from Michael Wajda’s Expectant Listening. Sixteen Friends were present at the meeting.

The minutes of the meeting of 2/11/07 were accepted.

1. The treasurer Malcolm Morriss reported that the above average revenues of the second month balanced out the below average revenues of the first month. Malcolm is setting up a payment schedule of the meeting’s contributions to wider Quaker bodies and other community groups such as MARCC.

2. The treasurer also presented two options for recording in-kind contributions. After some discussion the meeting agreed to try the simpler version of including in-kind contributions in a separate box in the treasurer’s report and then incorporating the amounts into the appropriate committee income lines for the December report. 

3.    To the nominating committee of Marjorie Isaacs, Tim Leonard, Richard House, and Frank Huss were added the names of Sarah Hoffmann, Evie Hoffmann, and Paulette Meier (special assignment). The meeting approved this committee. Tim Leonard will be the convener.

4. The meeting then approved a minute opposing the U.S. military surge into Iraq. The minute was adapted from one written by the Western Yearly Meeting earlier in the year. The minute will be hand delivered to the two Ohio Senators, and to Representatives Jean Schmidt, John Boehner, and Steve Chabot through the assistance of www.Congress.org.

5. An ad hoc committee on heating and cooling the meeting house in an environmentally friendly way was formed. The task of this committee will include a review of windows and fireplaces and other recommendations from our energy consultant as well as developing a proposal for the possible use of geothermal heating or other heating system in the event of the need to replace the current furnace. The meeting approved the formation of this committee. This committee, consisting of Willard Vaughan (if he accepts the nomination), Eric Wolff, Ken Bordwell, Bill Cahalan, Kate Anthony, and Peter Seidel (if he accepts the nomination) was charged to do a cost analysis of  options, and present their proposal to the Meeting.

6. The committees that reported included FUN, House and Grounds, Ministry and Counsel Peace and Social Concerns, Religious Development, Stewardship, and a report on wider Quaker Bodies.

· FUN has been conducting gardening classes and would like to have all the gardens on the property in use this spring.. They continue their support of buying food locally, and insulating the meeting house between the second floor and the attic. The committee has set their annual pancake breakfast for June 3. Bill Cahalan reported on his fulfillment of the traveling minute he received, including a trip to Charlotte, North Carolina.

· House and Grounds reported on progress towards the removal of a tree that is threatening a neighbor’s property at the end of the property, and their support for the insulation of the space between  the second floor and the attic.

· Ministry and Counsel is working on the state of society report, reflecting on the meeting’s challenges and accomplishments of the past year. They are also following up on contacts regarding youth membership and contacting inactive members and attenders.

· Peace and Social Concerns reported on the progress of Ellen Dienger’s trial for trespass in the office of representative Chabot challenging him to reject continuation of the war. Ed McAndrews is preparing a Second Hour on the U.S. use of coercion through international finance, and is considering obtaining money from the Cannon fund for the purchase and distribution of David Korten’s book, The  Great Turning. Kate Anthony will be among meeting members and carry the meeting banner at the 3/19 rally on Fountain Square against the war.

· Religious Development Committtee is planning a field trip to Springboro to visit the underground railroad sites there.

· The Stewardship Committee distributed the meeting house flyer. This flyer will be distributed throughout the area as a way of advertising the  house for use by various groups as a source of both community service and income. The committee is active in pursuing the proposal to make the meeting house an exemplar of the use of green technology. However, the committee points out some of the cost-benefit pitfalls of some of these technologies. They do still think much can be done by following the example of FCNL’s new building in D.C.; but a capital campaign would be required to accomplish this, particularly if we seek to make changes that really make a difference. The ad-hoc committee mentioned under   No. 5 above was a response to this effort.

· Wider Quaker Bodies. On 2/18/07 the Miami Quarterly Meeting approved a minute coming from the Oxford Meeting calling for a moratorium on immigration raids with the support of  AFSC. There was also discussion of reimbursing the Cincinnati Fund for the cost of surveying the lot at Spring Grove Cemetery. Ken Bordwell reported on the 2/9 mini-yearly meeting of Wilmington Friends meeting, and Deborah Jordan reported on the Miami Center Quarterly meeting of 3/4/07 at which the minute of separation of Community Friends Meeting from Wilmington Yearly meeting was read and approved.

7. The minutes of the meeting of 2/14/07 were approved as corrected.

8. Thanks to Evie Hoffmann and others for refreshments.

9. The meeting closed in silent worship, Deborah Jordan presiding as clerk.

Quaker Blogs – christian alternative 

Oh, how I wish I’d brought my camera. It was so picturesque.  Four of us from Berkeley Friends Church went to Lawrence Livermore Labs for the Good Friday sunrise worship service and demonstration against war.

I chose not to perform civil disobedience. I had to agree with Giuseppe Rensi (who did get arrested) that it was very like street theater. Reports from previous years had taken every trace of fear out of the prospect of arrest. Arrestees are treated with the utmost care and respect, and in recent years no one has been prosecuted. They aren’t even removed from the site. They’re kept in a holding cage until they can be processed, and are out on the street, free, within two hours.

The many many officers there, from the Livermore Police, the Alameda County Sheriff, and DOE security forces, know the drill very well. Young as they are, many of them must have performed this detail on many a Good Friday morning before this year. The demonstrators wishing to be arrested come and stand close to the line of officers (in full riot gear) blocking the gate. Another line of officers marches out and forms an arc on the other side of the CD (civil disobedience) group, isolating them from the rest of us (although we could and did still converse with our friends across the line). A third batch of uniformed men then marches the arrestees off, in small batches, to be cuffed, briefly stored, and processed.

The last group arrested consisted mostly of people from San Francisco meeting. They had stayed close together through the whole thing, and had brief impromptu worship together for part of the time they were waiting.

One group of arrestees included a woman, very probably over 80, who needed a walker. She was escorted away from the gate by three officers. Then I understood, aha!, that the great number of cops there was not a function of how dangerous we were, but of how feeble.

Indeed, we were an old group. There were some youthful faces there, but not many, and none, alas, Quaker. I’m pretty confident there was no Friend under 40 there, nearly certain there was none under 35.

Of course, Good Friday is no longer a holiday in most work places, but I doubt that explains the dearth of young Friends. The age distribution at Livermore was not radically different from that in our meetings generally.

I’m glad I went. I’m certainly glad I demonstrated, and am also glad I didn’t go through the motions of getting arrested.

One friend, hearing about the day’s events after the fact, said that all the arrestees had accomplished was to cost the taxpayers a lot of money. I disagree. Although there was no press coverage of the arrests this year, still, the community is aware of what’s happening. And those many officers are a captive audience. I find it hard to conceive that none of them, as this goes on year after year, is ever reached by the message of the religious people they arrest. 

Last year, the arrests did get some air time. On the evening news, virtually all that was said about them was that they cost the taxpayers a lot of money. But even if that’s the only thing the media choose to notice about the event, still it gives us an opportunity to say:

“MONEY!? Are you kidding? I’d be happy to pay every law officer in the country a day’s overtime if it meant a chance of decreasing the vast bill we all pay to keep the war machine going.”
And for this very reason, although next year I will probably repeat my decision not to be arrested, I salute those who, for those few and peaceable minutes, bore the handcuffs.

When, all the arresting completed, the officers marched away in formation, they received a round of applause.  Yes, perhaps it was street theater.  This in no way invalidates the message we went there to deliver.  (http://friendsrenewal.org/christianalternative/)
HOLDING ONE ANOTHER IN THE LIGHT

What do Friends mean by “holding someone in the Light?”  How do we pray for one another?  The “Quakerism 201” group recently read and discussed the Pendle Hill pamphlet by Marcelle Martin on holding one another in the Light.  We shared our understanding of prayer and opening ourselves to the Spirit, and what affect “holding in the Light” might have on others, on ourselves, as well as on our meeting community. 

Many of us have trouble praying for a particular outcome for someone, because our image of the Divine is not that of a Being who listens to requests and decides whether or not to grant them.  Some Friends don’t conceive of the Spirit operating in a personal way or intervening in human affairs, but rather as a divine stream that permeates all of creation.  So what do we do when we are “holding one another in the Light?”  Sometimes we might visualize the person being filled and surrounded with light, or imagine them radiating with health, peace and joy.  A prayer may simply feel like love, grounded in a connection with God.  We may feel that we are joining our own compassion and caring with God’s continuous stream of love, or that we are asking to become a channel or instrument of divine love.  Prayer may also simply be the process of entering a state of consciousness where we are deeply aware of our unity with the other person in the Spirit, where we perceive that we are not separate from one another, and we can thus participate in divine love and healing.  

It is often helpful for individual members to hold the whole meeting in prayer during worship. If you notice a few Friends entering worship before the usual starting time, this may be what they are doing.  This practice can help the whole meeting be more receptive to leadings and messages that come from the Light, and can bring our worship experience to a deeper level.  Holding one another in the Light can also be a way of sustaining the spiritual vitality of the meeting community.  When we pray together for one another we are maintaining the “internal spiritual web” that connects us together in divine love.  This experience deepens our spiritual bonds and strengthens the closeness and compassion we feel for one another in our meeting community.  

Submitted by Lisa Cayard for Ministry & Counsel Committee

Letter from OVYM regarding the proposed changes is funding from Monthly Meetings
April 2007                    Dear OVYM Friends:


It’s spring, and that means it’s budget time.  
For some, the word budget elicits a yawn at best. For others, it prompts a slight tremor as they contemplate laboring to examine rivers of numbers—all designed, they suspect, to numb the mind.    
Other Friends see the numbers as lights, guideposts, statements of intentions for future action. 


We—the members of the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting Budget and Finance Committee—hope to help Friends envision the budget as directions for future paths. Because without the combined wisdom of every member of our yearly meeting, the budget is in danger of failing as a guide.

                                             Friends’ Wisdom


The need for that combined wisdom is more important now than ever before because last year OVYM approved a new, more Friendly way to finance its operation. Effective for fiscal year 2008-09, each monthly meeting will no longer be given an “assessment” based on its member count to finance the yearly meeting’s operation. Instead, after examining the yearly meeting’s projected expenses for its varied activities and assessing how valuable it considers that work, monthly meetings will be asked to consider how much it wishes to contribute—to covenant—to the yearly meeting.  


Based on the total amount covenanted by each monthly meeting, the yearly meeting’s budget will be adjusted up or down as needed.  The goals of the covenanting process are to involve the monthly meetings in setting the financial priorities of the yearly meeting and to ask the monthly meetings to discern how much financial support they are able to provide. 


To facilitate covenant financing, changes in our budget-creating process are needed, and the yearly meeting approved a plan for that.  The plan includes providing information about draft budgets to monthly meetings well in advance of yearly meeting sessions, when the final budget will be presented for approved.  Friends asked the B&F committee to test this plan as it prepared the 2007-08 draft budget that you received in this mailing. 


Now we ask monthly meetings’ cooperation in running the test. As you study and contemplate this draft budget, prayerfully consider how much your meeting would contribute to finance the yearly meeting’s operation this year if covenant financing were in place now. In other words, how much would your meeting promise to contribute if the yearly meeting did not compute its contributed share based on the size of its membership? 


Then, to help the B&F committee assess the effectiveness of covenanting, we ask meetings to report that figure to us by June 15. Be assured, that number won’t be a meeting’s assessment for the year; it will be used only to assess how well the plan might work in the future. This coming year, as in years past, each monthly meeting will still receive its budget assessment. Covenanting is scheduled to begin the following fiscal year.


So that Friends will be better prepared to enter into such a covenant, the B&F committee is committed to provide the financial information in a form as accessible and transparent as possible. As you can see from the enclosed material, we’ve presented the budget data in two forms: one gives an overview of the entire budget plus highlighting those expenses we believe need some explanation; the other budget form is for those who want to see the information in as much detail as possible. 

 
We recognize that this material may not answer every question or address every concern. For that reason, B&F committee members will respond to such questions by e-mail, telephone or, if you would like, in person. Further, if several meetings wish for a visit, it would be best to schedule it with their quarterly meeting, which would be even more efficient in terms of travel.

                                     We Invite Your Feedback


On another issue: It has been many years since OVYM systematically evaluated its policy for donating money to various Friends organizations. Most of the groups listed in the enclosed budget draft have been receiving OVYM contributions for many years. During that time the amounts donated to each have changed little.

   We ask Friends to give some thought to our contribution policy. For example, do Friends think the list should be revised? Should any organizations be dropped? Likewise, are there others that should be added? Should the amounts be adjusted? Would you like to see more given to particular organizations? Or less?

    Consider, too, that our annual contribution outlay of $16,100 constitutes 22% of our yearly budget. Do Friends consider that proportion too high, too low or just right? 

    We invite each monthly meeting to consider those questions prayerfully and to send their conclusions, concerns, questions and recommendations to the clerk of the Yearly Meeting, Virginia Wood (vwovym@donet.com) and to Stanley Zarowin, clerk of the Budget & Finance Committee (stanley@zarowin.com). 

                                                IMPORTANT

      Friends, we need the feedback on your likely covenant contribution by June 15 so we will have time to consider it in the final budget proposal that will be presented to the yearly meeting in July. Please send the information to me via e-mail (stanley@zarowin.com).

And we must have the feedback about the yearly meeting’s policy for making contributions to Friends organizations by May 28 so the Executive Committee can consider it at its next meeting.


Thank you for your trust. Now we place the budget into your loving hands.

In Friendship, Stanley Zarowin, clerk, Budget and Finance Committee, Paul Buckley, OVYM treasurer

Ben Griffith .Cathy Habschmidt, and Roland Kreager

Growing Our Faith to Transform the World
2007 Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting Sessions: July 25-29

What you are offered are five days of spiritual

refreshment, intellectual stimulation, and an

opportunity to make new (F)friendships and

renew old ones as Friends of Ohio Valley Yearly

Meeting’s monthly meetings gather at Earlham

College to participate in activities designed to

support and sustain the spiritual lives of yearly

meeting Quakers.

As a member of your monthly meeting, you are

also a member of the yearly meeting where

members and attenders are warmly invited to

participate in the 2007 yearly meeting sessions.

Friends from Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky

gather for two to five days, depending upon

employment and other commitments, with attendance

swelling as Friends arrive for Friday

evening, Saturday, and Sunday morning sessions.

Program offerings include two evening plenary

sessions with a major address on both Thursday

and Friday evening. Four or five different workshops,

offered every afternoon, address an array

of Quakerly issues and concerns, provide much

food for thought and discussion.

Shared meals with other attendees provide informal

opportunity to share ideas, experiences, and

extended discussion beyond the workshops and

business sessions.

The Yearly Meeting bookstore offers opportunity

to examine books for sale by and about Quakers

and Quakerism not commonly found in a single

location; included are those authored and/or

chosen by plenary speakers.

Any Friend with a special interest is encouraged

to schedule a special interest group session that

may be held any evening following an evening’s

major activity. Schedule your event upon

arrival.

For youth and teenagers, separate recreational

opportunities abound for canoeing, bicycle

trips, and swimming interspersed with content

loaded interactive programming to encourage

young people to think, listen to and exchange

ideas with peers and adult leaders about their

lives and religious faith. Baby sitting, preschool

and elementary age offerings are also included.

During the week each age group helps prepare

several acts for the Saturday evening talent

show, enjoyed by Friends young and old.

Opportunities abound for worship sharing,

viewing exhibits, group singing, and alternate

worship. Meeting for worship with a concern

for business is at the heart of morning activity

alternating with afternoon workshop sessions.

For more information: (812) 332-8709 or

morganj@bloomington.in.us. After June 1,

registration details at: www.quaker.org/ovym

(Earlham College has no yearly meeting information

and asks not to be contacted, please.)

FIELD TRIP ABOUT QUAKER HISTORY AND THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Join us as the Community Friends Meeting Young Friends celebrate the end of the 2007 Program Year on Quaker History with a tour of an historic Quaker home on the Underground Railroad and meetinghouse facilities in the historic Quaker settlements of Springboro and Waynesville, OH. 

WHEN: 
First Day, June 10, 2007  - Depart @ 10:00 a.m., return around 3:00 p.m.

WHERE:    Embark from Community Friends Meetinghouse in North Avondale and caravan to historic Springboro and Waynesville to visit the Jonathon Wright House, Miami Meetinghouse and Miami Meetinghouse Cemetery.

WHAT TO BRING pack a lunch that we will enjoy on the grounds of the Miami Meetinghouse. Bring your curiosity and interest in the role of Quakers in the development of southwest Ohio, and in living their testimony against slavery.  Religious Development Committee will cover the cost of the tour. 

RESERVATIONS:  Please contact Sherry Kelley Marshall, Clerk, Religious Development Committee @ skmarshall@fuse.net, or by phone at 513-522-8561 and complete the registration form below to bring with you. 

OTHER:  Directions will be distributed before departure on the day of the tour. 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________ ZIP _______________

PHONE: _________________________ EMAIL: ______________________________

NAMES OF THOSE ATTENDING:________________________________________

WILL YOU BE DRIVING OR RIDING OR INDICATE YOU NEED A RIDE: 

________________________________________________________________________












