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Calendar of Events

(All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted)
	10/20
	Canoe Trip (see inside newsletter for details)

	10/21
	Quarterly Meeting at Community Friends

	
	

	
	

	
	


Second Hour Schedule

	September
	Nurturing Spirituality
	16 - Religious Development

	
	
	23 - Retreat wrap up

	
	
	30 - Lisa Cayard

	October
	Simplicity
	21 –Quarterly Meeting so no Second Hour

	
	
	28 - Community Building

	November
	Environment/Global Warming
	18 - FUNC Food

	
	
	25 - Community Sharing


Call for Quaker 101 – Introduction to Quakerism
Quaker 101 is an experientially based five session group to explore principles and practices of Quakerism.  It is important for people who are new to Quakers to learn what itsl all about but also inspiring and renewing for those who have been around for awhile.  Come and get to know some people better while you get to know Quakers better.

If you are interested, please contact Kate Anthony at rainbow17gardener@yahoo.com or call 513 559 9642. 

OVYM Change - Mark your calendars:  Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting is now July 30th to August 3rd, 2008 due to a need of Earlham's.  We'll meet at Earlham College in Richmond, IN.  We had over 25 Community folks attend all or part of the session this past summer!  

Cincinnati Friends Invites Community to Picnic and Canoe

On Saturday, October 20, Community Life of Cincinnati Friends is planning a canoe trip on the Little Miami, followed by a picnic.  They are inviting Friends from Eastern Hills and Community.  Jeff Arnold, clerk of Community Life writes, "it may seem a little crazy to be planning a canoe trip in the fall, but if the weather is nice it is actually a lot of fun and the river is beautiful that time of year. We will leave from Morgan's Canoe Livery out near Fort Ancient, and will be doing the 6-mile trip which takes approx 2-3 hours. If it's cold and/or rainy, we will cancel the canoe trip.  The Krisher's place is nearby, and we will be gathering at about 3:00 for fun, games, food, and fellowship. If you decide not to go canoeing, please plan to come to the picnic anyway.  Contact Jeff Arnold for more information at jeffarn@gmail.com 
Community Committee Knows Friends Like to Eat - We also appreciate Friends helping with set up and clean up for Carry In (aka potluck or pitch in or carrion) meals and with snacks for Business Meeting.  Here is who has already volunteered and we need you to help fill in the rest:

	Month
	Organize First Day Serving
	First Day Beverages-Clean Up
	Business snacks

	Tenth
	Kate Anthony
	Branson
	

	Eleventh
	Gene Marquis
	Bill Cahalan
	

	Twelfth
	Marjorie Isaacs
	Marjorie I
	Kate A.


Thank thee Friends!

COMMUNITY FRIENDS MEETING INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

MIAMI QUARTERLY MEETING OF OHIO VALLEY YEARLY MEETING OCTOBER 21, 2007

Schedule:  
10:00 Meeting for Worship and First Day School

11:30 Potluck lunch 
(Main dishes, plates, eating utensils, and beverages will be provided by Community Friends.  Friends from out of town may bring salad, bread, cold dish, or dessert)

1:00 – 2:15 Adult program to be planned by Lexington Friends 2:30 – 4:00 Meeting for worship with attention to business

Children’s Program will be provided by Community Friends Meeting from 1:00 to 4:00.  Hannah Branson will lead a field trip either to the Zoo or the museum, depending on the weather.  

OVYM Middle Youth:  Plans are underway for a program of fun activities and an overnight at the meetinghouse Saturday night.  Save the date, middle youth!  For more information, contact Deborah Jordan at (513) 251-2558.

(OVYM Teens will be meeting at Whitewater Quarter the same weekend.)

Epistle from Quakercamp at Stillwater

Sixth Month, 2007

In early summer this year, the reality was becoming clear that attending FGC was not a viable option for me. I was sad in part because I knew that some of the people I'd gotten to know and cherish in Philadelphia during the two years I was there would be there. Then a Friend from the FGC Consultation on Outreach I'd attended forwarded an invitation to a Quaker Camp in Barnesville, Ohio. The camp was to be preceded by a weekend reunion of Young Adult Friends of North America, an organization that was very instrumental in deepening connections and growing the faith of many Friends over the years. Part of the intention was to include current young adult Friends to explore the possibility of re-establishing the organization for Friends today. So when the Quaker Camp began on Sunday night, there was a wonderful mixture of old and young adults present still, joined by new arrivals like me. 

What pulled me to attend this 5 day gathering was that it was to be "Spirit led," with no specific plans for workshops during the day. The schedule did include time for Meeting for Worship in the morning and for plenary group reflection at the end of the day, during which Friends who had desires and ideas would present them to the group, and the planning group for the camp, now known as the "Listening Committee," would take time to pray and discern together, and come up with a proposed schedule for the next day. It was a beautiful process, resulting in an uncomplicated schedule of options that ranged from such things as a clearness committee for someone present to a small group discussion on sexual morality. On one afternoon, virtually the whole time was available for informal connecting or meditating in the beautiful natural setting there. The relaxed feel of the gathering fit my needs perfectly. 

Another pull for me was the intention that the mostly FGC Friends in attendance would have an opportunity to hear from Ohio Yearly Meeting Friends (Conservative) about their faith and practice. These Friends are also unprogrammed, but are rooted more in the early Friends' understanding of Jesus as the "Living Christ" who is still present to guide our lives, if we are open. Each morning there was a Bible reading session, often in the style of OYM Friends, without planning for what texts would be considered, but waiting on Spirit to direct. And each evening we would hear a presentation by an OYM Friend (or Friends) about some aspect of their faith and spiritual practice. We met in the historic meeting house of Stillwater Monthly Meeting, which is surrounded by the beautiful natural setting of Olney School. I was truly moved by what I perceived as a deep humility from these Conservative Friends, the humility I can imagine might come from a spiritual life wherein acknowledging one's connection with and dependence on the Divine is a constant theme. 

A decision was made to hold another "Spirit Led" Quaker Camp at the same location and time as this year's: the last week of June. If anyone would like to talk with me more fully about it and consider attending, I'd love to share about it and would really enjoy having other Friends from Cincinnati attend next year with me. The group actually wrote and approved an epistle to be sent to "Friends everywhere," which is to be read below. ~ Paulette Meier
To Friends everywhere,

We pray for your tenderness of heart to listen beyond the imperfect words we are using to describe what the Living Spirit has done among us here this week. We know that the Truth is beyond any words we might use to describe it. 

We are more than 80 Friends, young and old, from the US, Canada, and Ireland, gathered in Barnesville, Ohio, at Olney Friends School and Stillwater Meetinghouse.  During our opening weekend, many Friends who had participated in Young Friends of North America from the 1950's to the 1990's came seeking reunion and renewal in the Spirit.  The following week's Quaker Camp attracted additional Friends who were hungering for Spirit-led community.  We worked to find Truth together, and to support each other's ministries and leadings.  During our entire gathering, we were blessed by the presence of Friends from the YFNA years and of a committed group of Young Adult Friends who seek to plant the seeds of a new Young Friends movement that can minister to the needs of our whole Society.

At our opening Meeting for Worship, one Friend prayed that we experience a fresh incursion of the Holy Spirit. We have been blessed by just such an incursion again and again.  We have experienced this presence in open worship, in searching past words  for common ground, and as we sought comfort in facing both the terrible suffering in the world today and past wounds in our own lives.

We have been grateful for the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit in our worship, worship-sharing, Bible study, song, interest groups, and play. Young and old have felt deeply connected, though not always comfortable with each other's ways.  Older Friends have needed to learn restraint in speaking, to provide space for younger Friends to speak.  Younger Friends have reminded all of us of the importance of expectant waiting on the inward voice of Christ.

We were enriched by Friends from Ohio and Ireland Yearly Meetings who spoke to us of their practices and traditions and the testimony of their lives to the power of their faith. We have been deeply touched and challenged by the experience of these Friends who root their spiritual life in listening for and obeying Christ's voice. Many experienced the Living Christ working with us in new ways as we engaged in intense study of the scriptures together. 

Young Adult Friends among us are feeling deeply called to create new opportunities to meet with their contemporaries in all branches of North American Friends, knowing they will encounter God in deeply committed Friends from different traditions. We call upon Friends throughout North America to nurture and encourage these efforts. 

As we met in this beautiful setting, we felt intensely the sadness and suffering of a world broken by war, injustice, poverty, hunger, and despair, and we cried out in lamentation. We have expressed a growing concern for the suffering of all of God's creation through misuse at human hands. At the same time, we have felt a deep joy in being called corporately to  service in God's healing work.

We have felt painfully the intense divisions among Friends over sexuality and sexual morality. Many of those present this week felt led to explore deeply together what God requires of us in this area.  Tender intergenerational sharing took place about these issues. This was enriched by open discussion of the brokenness we have experienced when sexual behaviors are not consistent with God's will.  We have found a new degree of unity in the call to witness to the importance of mutual faithfulness and commitment in all sexual relationships.

We recognize that all branches of Friends bear great riches from our common roots, as well as great wounds. No branch has carried into the present the full revolutionary message and experience of the first generation of Friends. We affirm the ways we have been blessed to grow in understanding of different' traditions within the Friends' family this week. We call upon all Friends to work together to overcome the deep divisions of understanding among us today. 

To us, the heart of Quakerism is in listening and responding to the voice of the Inward Teacher in worship and in shared discernment of God's will. To hear this voice as a community requires us to engage in a covenant of mutual vulnerability. We must examine our preconceptions about how we encounter God and our rigid assumptions about what the Holy Spirit is saying to us as Friends today. We have been open to language and religious structures with which we are not familiar or comfortable.  We have received many gifts as a result of engaging in this vulnerability with each other across generational and theological separations. As we shared our leadings and concerns together, we became elders to each other in love, and for this we are deeply grateful.

We call Friends everywhere to enter into an adventure of mutual vulnerability, discernment and accountability – both in their own meetings and across the barriers that divide Friends.  This journey will not be easy, but we trust that God will accompany us and will respond to our prayers for help and guidance.  We need to find the courage to wrestle with each other, listen tenderly to each other's witness, and learn from each other's testimony.

In God’s love,

Ruth Raffensperger, Jonathan Vogel-Borne, Pamela Haines, clerks

There will be another Quakercamp held at Stillwater Meetinghouse & 
Olney Friends School, on June 23-28, 2008. For more information, 
visit www.quakersong.org/quakercamp  or  email  quakercamp@gmail.com
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