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Calendar

All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted.

Mar 3:    7- 8:30 PM   Quaker response to violence in Kenya with David Zarembka and Gladys 



Karomoya                                                                                                                              Mar 4:  Don't forget to vote in the primary – Cincinnati has school levy, Issue 10

Mar 5:    7:30 PM    House & Grounds Committee

Mar 7:  2-3:30 PM  “Waking up to the living universe” group

Mar 11 & 18:  7:00 PM   Quakerism 201 study group                                                                    

Mar 21:  7:00 PM  Easter egg coloring party

Mar 22:  noon   Way of Cross, Way of Justice, Fountain Square, 513-579-8547

Mar 30:   1:00 PM  Ministry & Counsel at Jamie's house

Apr 3-6:  FWCC annual meeting in Morganton, IN

Apr 5:  OVYM Executive committee meeting at Earlham College

Apr 11:  Friendly Friday Coffeehouse and silent auction (see announcements inside)

Meet our new member: Eugene Marquis

Please give a warm welcome to Gene Marquis, one of our new members.  Here's an interview with him, done by Sue Brungs

What brought him to Quakerism?   Gene had been aware of Quakers even as a young child.  His interest had been sparked when he saw “Friendly Persuasion” at Radio City Music Hall.  He was impressed by the way these people lived their beliefs each day, not just on Sunday.  Another film, also viewed as a child, called “I want to live,” (the story of the first woman executed) sparked a deep life long desire to see the death penalty abolished.  

Gene was raised Catholic with traditional values.  During his junior high years, a girl was gang raped and became pregnant as a consequence.  Unable to confront her parents, she sought an illegal, back alley abortion and subsequently died.  Freedom of choice, for a safe termination became another concern.

In the “60's,” Gene was an active non-violent protester of the Viet Nam war.  Gene's awareness of Quakers was heightened when some of his friends attended Quaker Meeting near UC.  He has been on the path a long time seeking a good spiritual fit.  The final push came when George Bush spoke here in Cincinnati.

Gene tried the Unitarians, but it was not quite right.  Then he picked up the phone book and discovered that there were three Quaker Meetings in town.  Ours was the closest, so he ended up here.   Throughout Gene's life, prayer had been

 an individual activity, without need for group participation. On his first visit to Community

Friends he observed some Quakers and their gentle, loving ways with their children.  He im-mediately knew this felt right and he had found his spiritual home.  He has attended faithfully and participated in Peace & Social Concerns committee and Music committee for some years now and has shared his saxophone music with us

 at Friendly Friday coffee houses.  

Announcements

The Greening of the Meetinghouse capital campaign will have its official kick off Friday, April 11 with a Friendly Friday coffeehouse and silent auction.  A number of fun or beautiful items have already been donated including a fabulous antique ornate dining room set, a solid wood foos ball table, a large oriental rug, and more.  If you have items of value or services to share, contact Mary Anne Curtiss.  If you have a talent to share for the coffeehouse, contact Jamie Fota.  Otherwise mark your calendar and come prepared to have a great time, make some good purchases and contribute to our cause.  All money raised will go towards making our Meetinghouse live out our commitment to conservation and reducing our impact on earth, through such means as replacing our huge old, inefficient furnace with a highly efficient dual zoned one, etc. 

Quakerism 101:  Introduction to the Principles, Practices and History of Friends

We are very close to having enough participants to start a new Quakerism 101 class.  The class is five 90 minute sessions, which can be spaced out as the class sees fit (every week, every other, etc).  Each session has a little didactic material and some experiential and interactive pieces.  It is a good way to connect with other Friends as well as to learn and share.  Please contact kate anthony (rainbow17gardener@yahoo.com) if you are interested.

Spring plant sale:  The Friendly Garden Nursery will be back this year as usual with plants for sale.  Depending on the weather, the plant sale will start some time around the end of March and continue through much of April.  There will be a variety of annual flowers and herbs and a few vegetables (mainly tomatoes and green peppers) and perhaps a few perennial flowers and herbs as well.  All proceeds from the sale are donated to the Meeting.
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Fifth Anniversary of the War in Iraq

From www. fcnl.org:

How long will U.S. Military  bases remain in Iraq?    March 19, 2008 marks the fifth anniversary of the U.S. invasion and occupation of Iraq. For years, the president has insisted the U.S. has no plan to build permanent military bases in Iraq. Yet the United States has:

• built enormous military bases in Iraq, one of which includes a 15-square-mile mini-city;

• begun negotiating a long-term, South Korea-style agreement with Iraq that would allow for a decades long military presence;

• declared the U.S. military presence will probably last “through several presidencies”; 

• notified Congress that the Bush Administration will ignore a law approved overwhelmingly by both chambers of Congress that bans the U.S. from building permanent military bases in Iraq

Talk of a long-term U.S. military presence in Iraq is undermining prospects for a political settlement in Iraq and a regional security accord with Iraq’s neighbors. If the U.S. seeks to dominate the region from bases in Iraq, Iraqi insurgents will see new cause to attack U.S. forces, and neighboring states will see no reason to cooperate with

the U.S. to end the violence.

Urge Congress to support legislation that would bar the U.S. from building permanent bases in Iraq and require Congressional approval to maintain a long-term U.S. military presence in Iraq. 

From www. ijpc-cincinnati.org,  Here's something we can do locally:

March 19  Empty Shirts, Lost Lives 5th Anniversary of Iraq War and Observance

March 19th marks the fifth year of the Iraq War. This anniversary is a somber occasion for the US, Iraq and the world; the loss and suffering of the past five years will weigh on each of us in a special way. To face this burden together, and to express our continuing opposition to the war, IJPC will coordinate a special observance.

Details are still being finalized, but please mark your calendar for Wednesday March 19th. There will be an interfaith prayer service at 4:30 PM at St. Monica St. George. From 5:30 to 6:30PM we will stand along Clifton Avenue, from McMillan north, displaying one tee shirt for each US soldier killed in the war. The empty shirts will tangibly represent our society’s loss of a young person and all that his/her life would have brought to our world. Sadly, the line of shirts will extend for more than two miles. We mourn the fact that the total loss of life on all sides of this conflict far outstrips our ability to represent the dead.

To accomplish this moving portrayal of America’s loss, we need your help. We are asking individuals and groups to commit to this project. Please respond to Kristen@ijpc-cincinnati.org or to 513-579-8547 if you can provide the materials and people needed for the shirt display. Each unit of the display will require ten clean tee shirts, clothespins, a length of rope and four or more people to hold the shirt display. Sadly, we will need about 400 groups of 10 shirts each to symbolize the US dead. Ideally there will be some larger institutions that can commit to multiple units, while families and small groups will provide a single unit. A detailed “how to” packet will be sent to parties indicating their willingness to help with our community’s commemoration of the fifth anniversary



Peace Focus (continued)

**     We need to use the current technologies of communication and even some of the tools of propaganda to spread a vision of peaceful resolution.  In some cases, insurgents are sending out text messages to inflame the populace to riot.  We could use similar means to help calm situations.

**      It is hard to really prioritize when there are so many issues that are so important, including climate, energy, security, ending the wars, investing in peace, full US funding of the UN, etc.

**      We need to push Congress to outlaw torture and rendition.  Torture is dehumanizing to the tortured, the torturer, and the society in which it occurs.

**     We need to push for the “dehumanization” of corporations.  We need to put people and their needs first, not corporations and their needs.  Business, government, corporations should be the servants of the people, not vice versa.

*       One response to a situation like Darfur could be to send in large groups of people with skills for teaching, nursing, survival skills.  This could make a difference.  It would be a way to spread a message of love, instead of hate.  

**    One trend that has been occurring is for African-Americans to retire to Africa, taking their skills and money with them to help build/ rebuild societies.  It seems optimistic and hopeful, which is desperately needed.  We need to realize how many people are doing such good work and find ways to support them.   What if we could have on our own property a community for active retirees, where the community could support their activism and their sustainable life style?

**     We feel strongly about addressing the greed and growth economy.  Friends need to focus on this, since so few other organizations are.  We need to target a non-violent resistance campaign against the weapons industry.  The proliferation of all weapons from handguns to nuclear certainly contributes to the level of violence in the world.  We need to address our culture of violence and the violent media that children’s lives in the US are saturated with.  Children are losing the ability to think of any solution to problems other than violent, because they don’t see anything else.  
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