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Calendar

All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted.

Apr 6:   2 PM   Mary Lord “Is Peacemaking just an Idealistic Vision?”  12th Annual Quaker Lecture, T Canby Jones Meetinghouse, Wilmington College.

Apr 8 & 15:  7:00 PM  Quakerism 201 study group

Apr 9:    7:30 PM    House & Grounds Committee

Apr 10:  9:30 AM – 3:45PM  Meeting for Fun and Friendship with OVYM Middle Youth, at ESR.  Biking, lunch, service project at the Environmental Center, ESR.  Contact Deborah Jordan.

Apr 10:  7:30 PM   Quaker artist, Melanie Weider “Passion of the Earth”McGuire Memorial Hall, Richmond Art Museum, Richmond, IN.                                                                                      

Apr 11:  6:00 PM  Silent auction, kick off of the Greening the Meetinghouse Capital Campaign.  Friendly Friday Coffeehouse at 7:00 PM.   

Apr 12:  10 AM – 3 PM  Friendly Adult Presence workshop, Earlham School of Religion

Apr 19:   10 AM – 4PM   Spring workday at the Meetinghouse, indoor and outdoor tasks. Many hands make light work!!

Apr 25-27:  No longer strangers:  Conference for Friends of color and families.  Contact vanessaj@fgcquaker.org.

Save the date!  On First Day, June 1 there will be a baby shower for Rachel and Josh Stephens, at Meetinghouse following worship.  More details will follow in the May newsletter

Summary of Minutes:  Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Second Month, 2008

Treasurer's report: We took in $1,057 in January with over $10,000 unrestricted fund balance at the end of the month.  Treasurer also reported on the Cannon Fund.  $680 was spent in the last quarter.  In total, more than $14,000 was available for disbursement, with over $12,000 undisbursed and added back into the basic fund.  $16,504.27 is available for disbursement in 2008. Guidelines for use of the fund were reviewed.  Trustees of the fund are Carol Walk, Richard House and Carol Burks.  There is no form for requesting funds, a request simply needs to be in writing, preferably in email form, to one of the Trustees.

Action item:  Proposed minute on capital punishment was presented by Peace and Social Concerns.  The minute strongly opposes the death penalty and supports a moratorium on the death penalty.  A discussion ensued regarding the use of the word “minute” and suggesting that a cover letter, written by the Clerk accompany the minute.  It was also discussed as to whether it was appropriate to comment on the racial disparity of those who are sentenced to death.  

Committees:   Adult education committee is down to one person and needs volunteers.   Quakerism 201 is still in progress.  Second hours are fairly well scheduled for the year.

Community committee thanks people for providing food.    A discussion ensued about adding snacks and coffee after every meeting as a positive reinforcement of the feelings of hospitality generated therewith.  FUN committee is busy using the new honeysuckle popper to clear honeysuckle from the woods. 

House and Grounds committee plans a spring work day for  April 19th.  Pizza will be provided, please pitch in the rest.  A plumber has been visiting to repair the shower in the caretaker’s bathroom.  The upstairs bathroom toilet has also been cantankerous and in need of attention.  Two trees fell in the woods and are being taken care of.   The insulation project was discussed, but has been back burnered until the results of the capital campaign materialize.  Classroom doors were also discussed, noting that meeting house doors are not standard sizes. suggestion.     

Ministry and Counsel committee is developing postcards to send to visitors and business cards.  AA offices are being contacted about the availability of the meeting house.  A survey is being developed for prior meeting attenders, with community outreach also a high priority.  Eric is working on the website.  State of Society report is underway.  Music committee reports that the piano will be tuned semi-annually, instead of annually at a price of $80 per tuning.  Eventually, the pin blocks will need to be replaced.  Peace and Social Concerns researched a draft counseling video was researched but decided against it.  A variety of talks will be available soon and will be posted for the community.  Reviewed the challenge to Friends from FCNL as to how the UN is responding to genocide atrocities in the world.  Death penalty minute discussed as noted above.   17 letters were sent to Mayor Mallory asking him to be a Mayor for Peace.  Religious Development committee has hired new childcare providers.  Thanked Sid Morriss for being a teen leader.  Biblical meal carry-in was a success and was a lovely intergenerational activity.  Lauren Baumann is the new OVYM Teen Secretary and will be working with our teens.  Have been working on implementing an abuse prevention minute.

Wider Quaker Bodies:  Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting Executive Committee was well attended.  Thought is being given to a youth trip to Alaska.  Further discussion was held regardi-ng the OVYM budget.  We are committing around $6,000.  The program for the yearly meeting is in progress, with the theme being Delve Deeply, Walk Lightly, Dwell in Harmony which is July 30-Aug 3 at Earlham College.

Miami Quarterly meeting, February 17 in Lexington with a teen and middle youth overnight.

Doing Good With Your Computer

If you have a computer with on-line connection and you have a little spare time (in some cases a tiny investment of time) there are many things you can do to make a positive contribution.

There are many “click to donate” sites, where sponsors agree in return for having their banners displayed, to make a small contribution to a specific cause for a daily mouse click at the site.

The original one was  thehungersite. com. In operation since 1999, they report having donat-ed  over 30,000 metric tons of food to  Mercy Corps and America's Second Harvest.  They have expanded to include separate click to donate pages for rainforest preservation, animal rescue, literacy, breast cancer, and children’s health.  Since thehungersite has been so success-ful many other such sites have started. Www. givespot.com has a whole page of links to a variety of these. Ripple.org is another site where one click can give 6 days access to clean water, help a village feed itself through Oxfam, etc.

A new variation on this theme is at freerice.com. It is basically a vocabulary quiz game.  It shows you a word and you click on the choice that best defines it. For each right answer, their sponsors donate 20 grains of rice to the UN World Food program.  As you get right answers, the words get harder; if you miss, they get easier.  It lets you learn a lot of new words and is entertain-ing, since English is full of weird and wonderful words no one ever heard of (did you know there is a word for “almond-shaped area,” mandorla).

GoodSearch.com  is a search engine that you can use just like Google, except this one donates 50% of its revenue to charity and you can desig-nate what charity you want your donation to go to.  Care2 is an extremely large charitable net-working organization (they claim 9 million members) where you can do a variety of things: set up a giving campaign, click to donate, set up 

petitions, and more. It's packed with informa-tion, blogs, links, action steps, etc. Tree- 

nation.com is an ecological project with a mission to plant 8 million trees in the Sahara to fight desertification.  This one isn't free-- you buy a tree, but then you can become it's guar-dian and watch it grow.  At goloco.org, you can  find carpoolers or people to share rides for a road trip.  GreenDisk.com is a service to help people responsibly and securely dispose of all their electronic and computer-related waste, spent supplies, etc.  These are usually hazardous waste and should not be thrown away.   They also have a  line of office supplies and computer accessories for sale,  made from the materials from the  recycling services programs. 

Then there is the whole wide world of on-line activism.  Not only moveon.org, Avaaz.org, but almost any environmental or political group you care to name has an on-line branch.  You can sign up for e-mail alerts, sign petitions, make donations, they have sample letters to send with tons of information, action steps, ways to get involved, and so on.    WeCanSolveIt.org is another on line community devoted to environmental action. The We Campaign is a project of The Alliance for Climate Protection -- a nonprofit, nonpartisan effort founded by Nobel laureate and former Vice President Al Gore, with the aim of halting global warming.They also do e-mail action alerts, petitions, lots of educational materials, etc.

 If you'd like to use your craft talents for a higher good, then you'll want to check out Humanitarian Aid Patterns, Patterns for Charity and afghansforafghan; sites that give you a multitude of craft projects you can make for humanitarian aid projects. The One Laptop Per Child project enables givers to purchase a laptop for a child in the developing world. Finally, not only can you use your computer to help people directly and indirectly, you can also use it to find organizations that could use your physical help—in other words, getting out from behind your computer and volunteering in real life. Volunteer Match, MyCommitment, and DoSomething are organizations that hook people up with volunteer opportunities in their local communities; there are literally thousands of possibilities here for any kind of volunteering you might be interested in.  

Where your Federal Income Tax Dollars go

Since it is tax day, we might want to meditate on what our tax dollars are doing and might do. According to FCNL in 2007,  29% of the federal budget went to costs of current wars, 13.7% went to costs of past wars,

so 43.7%  (just about one trillion dollars!) went for the cost of current and past wars together.  11% covers the interest on the non-military portion of the national debt.  20% goes to health care, 12% goes to poverty alleviation, 7% keeps the government going, 3% goes to education and jobs, 3% to science, energy and the environment (combined), and just 1.5% goes to diplomacy and foreign aid.   FCNL’s analysis of current military spending includes the following:  all spending for the Department of Defense (DOD), other defense related spending outside of the DOD--includes funding in many “independent agencies” as well some parts of the Department of Homeland Security, parts of the Coast Guard, and other bits and pieces sprinkled through the budget--responsibility for the Defense Department retirees as a military expense, although it is not listed as such by OMB, and portions of the foreign aid budget that are, in fact, military programs.  These include the foreign military assistance accounts and international military training.  Cost of past wars is 

primarily the Veteran's Administration and the cost of caring for disabled vets and the military related portion 

of interest on the national debt. 

What could this money do instead?   George McGovern writing in UN Chronicles estimates $5 – 6 billion a 

year for 30 years could eliminate world hunger. Other estimates are higher (perhaps aiming for fewer years),

but none come close to matching our war spending.  The UN estimates $30 billion (one time, not per year)

would cover the cost of eliminating all the land mines that are scattered around the world, continuing to kill 

and maim animals, children, adult civilian populations.  The Institute of Medicine estimated that the cost

of providing health insurance to all uninsured Americans would amount to $34-$69 billion per year, 

depending on whether the benefits package offered to the uninsured offered public insurance-level benefits 

or private insurance-level benefits. 

The US spends just about as much on military spending as the whole rest of the world combined.  If we could

cut that number in half, we would still be the world's biggest military power and we could provide health 

insurance for all our citizens, eliminate land mines around the world, and feed the hungry....  what a vision!
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