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Calendar

All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted.

Apr 6:   2 PM   Mary Lord “Is Peacemaking just an Idealistic Vision?”  12th Annual Quaker Lecture, T Canby Jones Meetinghouse, Wilmington College.

Apr 8 & 15:  7:00 PM  Quakerism 201 study group

Apr 9:    7:30 PM    House & Grounds Committee

Apr 10:  9:30 AM – 3:45PM  Meeting for Fun and Friendship with OVYM Middle Youth, at ESR.  Biking, lunch, service project at the Environmental Center, ESR.  Contact Deborah Jordan.

Apr 10:  7:30 PM   Quaker artist, Melanie Weider “Passion of the Earth”McGuire Memorial Hall, Richmond Art Museum, Richmond, IN.                                                                                      

Apr 11:  6:00 PM  Silent auction, kick off of the Greening the Meetinghouse Capital Campaign.  Friendly Friday Coffeehouse at 7:00 PM.   

Apr 12:  10 AM – 3 PM  Friendly Adult Presence workshop, Earlham School of Religion

Apr 19:   10 AM – 4PM   Spring workday at the Meetinghouse, indoor and outdoor tasks. Many hands make light work!!

Apr 25-27:  No longer strangers:  Conference for Friends of color and families.  Contact vanessaj@fgcquaker.org.

Save the date!  On First Day, June 1 there will be a baby shower for Rachel and Josh Stephens, at Meetinghouse following worship.  More details will follow in the May newsletter

Summary of Minutes:  Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Third Month, 2008

Treasurer's report:  We took in $1,102 in February with over $9,000 unrestricted fund balance at the end of the month.  Stewardship had an in kind contribution of $4,000 of a dining room suite donated for the auction.  Malcolm explained a few line items and answered questions from the floor regarding this second month vs second month last year.  Tax receipts can be given to those wanting them for donations to the auction. 

Items from the Clerk’s table:  Two responses were received on the death penalty minute, one from the governor and one from Bill Seitz of the Ohio Senate.  Phil Stoffregen requested a transfer of membership.  He was actually not a member, at least per our record books, and Mr. Stoffregen was gently informed as such.  An invitation letter was received from FWCC, Section of the Americas.  Byron Branson noted that Kristen Schmidt will be attending and we will be responsible for a certain amount of hospitality relating to this event.  Survey from the nominating committee was distributed and presented.  A listing of positions needing to be filled were briefly described.

Action items:  Building a local food economy.  Deborah Jordan is making a request from the Josephine Cannon Fund to start this program.  The request is for $5,000 ($2,500 grant and $2,500 microloan) to coordinate a resource list and to hire a young graphic artist to do the layout for the list.  The entire budget for the project is a total of $10,000 with the end product being 5-10 thousand copies of a 40-50 page document.  The Cannon Fund trustees approved the project and authorized the release of $1,000, as is within their authority.  Distribution and price of the Resource List was also discussed as well as flexibility to keep the list updated on an ongoing basis.  Thanks was given to Deborah Jordan for her work in developing the project.  Ken made a motion that we approve the total of $5,000, all as a grant, and that motion was APPROVED.

Our response to FCNL to setting priorities for the next Congress.  Peace & Social Concerns committee had facilitated a second hour discussion in response to queries FCNL had sent us.  The queries were concerning FCNL's priorities for the coming year and concerning the responsibility to protect in cases of genocide and specifically “if war is not the answer, what is.”  We had a productive discussion. From the notes of that discussion, clerk Ken Bordwell had written a response to FCNL.  The response was reviewed in the Meeting, certain changes and additions were suggested and the document was APPROVED for sending to FCNL. (See Feb Community Companion for details of the queries from FCNL re responsibility to protect).

Committees:   Community committee thanks people for providing food and reports that “all is well.”    FUN committee discussed having a Spring work day.  Vines are creeping up some of the trees and need to be brought back under control.  A wish was made that native trees, such as cedars, should be encouraged as well as some native flowers.  Garden plots were discussed as well,. The half of the garden without raised beds was also brainstormed as to possible uses, suggestions being encouraged.  A second hour is scheduled for next Sunday for a discussion of electric cars and geothermal energy.  

House and Grounds committee discussed  repairing or replacing the railing on the back porch.  Fallen trees are being dealt with and plumbing issues being resolved.  Solarium windows are done, complete and paid for.  Replacement of locks will be happening within the next month.   The caretaker has offered to pay for half of the internet if the meeting will pay for the rest, which would be an additional cost to the meeting of about $180 per year

Ministry and Counsel committee will be contacting people that haven’t been attending meeting.  Music committee reported that a  pinlock was applied to the piano, but the servicer did not think that was the problem with the piano getting out of tune so quickly,

(Continued on page     )

Summary of Minutes (continued)

thinking that it was more a matter of lower humidity and/or lower temperature issues.    

Peace and Social Concerns discussed action items reviewed above, Mayors for Peace, Kairos cookies for peace and Tender Mercies supper. Religious Development committee reported that their outreach is working, with two new youth attending.  Childcare folks are working out well, intergenerational activities still being planned for first two Sundays of the month.  Teens are having good Bible discussions.  Other resources also shared for young people.  Stewardship committee  received an impressive dining room suite for the Silent Auction.  After April 6, the items for the action auction will be set up for display and perusal.  Directory:  the directory is essentially finished and will be available for distribution next Sunday.

Wider Quaker Bodies:  Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting Executive Committee has its next meeting March 29 at 12:00 in Richmond Indiana.    FCNL is looking for hosting families for Latin American visitors to FWCC Section of the Americas conference.

Announcements:    Empty Shirts, Lost Lives, an event to mark the fifth year anniversary of the War in Iraq will be held on March 19, 2008 from 5:30-6:30 on Clifton Avenue...     Request for red onion skins, red cabbage and old pantyhose for the egg dying on March 21st at 7:00pm....   Way of Cross, Way of Justice on Good Friday, march downtown from Fountain Square to Over the Rhine, replicating the stations of the cross, with a focus on the relevance to current social problems....  Thanked Eric for removing the snow with the snow blower....   Lauren Bowmen is the new Ohio Valley Meeting teen secretary and will be coming here to speak on April 27th...  Geneology conference is scheduled for Thursday, April 24 through the 27th in Waynesville and Wilmington....   Memorial service for Keith Andrews’ son will be held next Saturday  the 16th at Spring Grove Cemetary at 1:00 and a reception here at 3:00.

State of Society Report (continued)

With sadness and fond memories, we report the move of some dear Friends due to work and/or family reasons:  John Hubbard, Cindi Goslee and Roland Kreager, and the Florio family.   We also sadly note that one of Community’s founding members, Wallace Collett, who had since moved to Philadelphia, died May 9, 2006.  We continue to hold our older members in the Light as they deal with illnesses and challenges of aging; celebrating Mary Danzeisen’s 90th birthday was an enjoyable milestone.  In the midst of all of this, our Meeting for Worship is regularly a place of deep listening and inspired vocal ministry.  We count our blessings and ask for continued Divine Guidance as we meet the joys and challenges of being in Community. 

FCNL Epistle to Friends (continued)

Congress Bans Cluster Bomb Exports: Congress enacted a one-year ban on the export of cluster bombs, providing a first clear victory for FCNL’s campaign to ban cluster bombs. Congress still needs to ban the use by U.S. forces of these weapons in civilian populated areas. 

Congress Takes Steps to Reduce Energy Consumption: Congress raised vehicle fuel economy standards to 35 miles-per-gallon by 2020 – the first such increase since 1975, though way behind Japan.  The legislation also sets new energy efficiency standards for lighting and for many appliances, and encourages green building construction for many government and commercial buildings. 

Congress Supports Health Care for Poor Children: Both houses would provide 4 million children of uninsured working poor families with health insurance. The assistance would go to families whose income was too high to qualify for Medicaid and too low to purchase private insurance. Sadly, the president vetoed the legislation.

This is just some of the highlights of the report-- go to FCNL.org for more details of their work.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Quaker Quest

Quaker Quest is an outreach effort of Community Friends Meeting...  We will be holding a series of panel discussions to educate interested members of the broader community about Quaker beliefs and practices and let people know about Quakerism as a spiritual path that is relevant to today's concerns and issues.  There will be five of these evening events, one a month from June through October. 

Each evening will have some refreshments and socialization, a panel presentation of the theme and discussion, some question and answer and general discussion, and a brief Meeting for Worship.  

Here is the format and schedule

Format:  

6:30 -7 PM:      Refreshments and Social 

7 -7:30 PM:      Panel presents the theme

7:30 -8 PM:      Discussion

8 -8:30 PM:      Question and Answer

8:30 -9 PM:        Worship (unprogrammed or silent)

Schedule:

2nd Tuesday in  June, July, Aug, Sept. , Oct.  2008   

June 10th  - Quakers and Integrity of Creation

July 8th    - Quakers and Equality

Aug. 12th - Quaker Faith in Action

Sept.  9th - Quakers and Peacemaking 

Oct. 14th -  Quakers and Worship

These will be nice events for us as a community, but they are really designed as outreach to our neighbors and all those people out there that we think are “really” Quakers but don't know it yet.  The events will only be successful at that level if we do a good job of getting the word out to the public.  Get fliers from Deborah, send notices to all your email list, post this where ever you can and GET THE WORD OUT!!

JUNE 1 EVENTS

June 1 is the unofficial beginning of summer and Community Friends will celebrate it with a whole range of events.   We will start with our annual and traditional Pancake Breakfast, hosted by Friends in Unity with Nature.  Bring  toppings and enjoy whole wheat pancakes (note: Jamie is still looking for volunteers with good whole wheat pancake recipes to make batter).  We start serving by 8:30 AM.  After that we will have (weather permitting) Meeting for Worship outdoors in the back yard.

June 1 is the first First day, but the pancake breakfast will replace our usual carry-in lunch and there will be no carry-in's through the summer.  After Meeting for Worship, there will be a baby shower for Rachel & Josh Stephens (Rachel is the daughter of Lisa Cayard and Mark Roberts).  Cake and light refreshments will be provided.  Erin and Eileen Bagus are hostessing the event and will try to answer any questions (513-891-8780).  If you wish to bring a gift, Rachel is registered at Babies r Us (www.babiesrus.com) and Target (www.target.com) for suggestions.  Everyone is invited!

Following the shower, Julie Stubbs, sometime attender of Meeting and park ranger for Hamilton County park district will make an educational presentation on wildlife and the work of the park district.  She will bring wild animals to show (kids love to be able to be up close and personal with exotic animals!) and talk about the work the park system does in caring for and when possible re-releasing injured animals.  All are welcome and this is an intergenerational activity.
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State of Society Report

Community Monthly Meeting has found the Truth prospering among us as we corporately wrestled with 

some longstanding concerns and prayerfully found unity.  Having failed to meet our budget obligations to 

wider Quaker bodies and our contribution pledges to non-Quaker organizations over the past several years, 

we were led to review our finances and priorities in order to engage in a more meaningful budgeting process.  

The budget discernment led us to also examine what “right relationships” meant with our wider Quaker in-volvements.   After 39 years of dual yearly meeting affiliation, we have tenderly approved a minute of 

separation from Wilmington Yearly Meeting and now are solely affiliated with Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.   

Finally, we have brought more clarity to membership of our youth by approving a minute that outlines the 

process for becoming a youth member and transitioning to adult membership.  

With a sense of release from having dealt with these concerns, we joyfully embraced new opportunities and 

leadings as the Spirit presented them.  As part of the budgeting discernment, we discussed how much of our

 resources go into our dear Meeting House.  In an attempt to better steward our resources, we are once again 

actively making our Meeting House available for groups to rent with the help of a lovely new brochure; we 

are exploring further ways to make the Meeting House a demonstration of ecological sustainability.  Com-

munity Meeting continues to be seen as a haven of spiritual support in times of neighborhood strife and the

 Iraq War.  In May, we welcomed our new resident caretakers and their son, glad for their presence and par-

ticipation in the life of the Meeting.  In July, we hosted the energetic Friends World Committee on Consulta-

tion Quaker Youth Pilgrims when they arrived in the Midwest.   

As a result of a discussion at our annual renewal two years ago, we have made a more conscious effort to 

welcome newcomers by creating a newcomer’s packet and having a member of Ministry and Counsel avail-

able at the rise of Meeting.  We have continued to offer Quakerism 101 to new attenders and others who are interested.  This year, a variety of other spiritual nurturance groups have been offered to deepen our faith and

 practice: a discernment group, Quakerism 201, and an Experiment with Light group.  They have all been well-attended.  Our annual renewal was once again held at Quaker Knoll and focused on the theme of “leadings.”   Reaching out beyond our Meeting, two members have traveled in the ministry, one sharing Earth concerns

 among meetings in OVYM.

Our committees and ad hoc committees are God’s hands.  Peace and Social Concerns asserts they are “shining

again with a pale but steady glow” after their virtual absence last year.  In addition to sponsoring various ser-

vice projects, they have been active in protesting the current war, including two members arrested at a sit in at Congressman Chabot’s office.  Adult Education has coordinated the range of spiritual nurturance groups and 

second hour programs.  They have encouraged a deeper sharing of what binds us together amidst our some-

times diverse expressions of the Spirit.  Stewardship has been vital in not only helping balance the budget but

 helping relate to our beautiful Meeting House according to Quaker testimonies.  To do this, they have inter-

faced with other committees, started some Quaker fundraising projects, and helped produce the new Meeting 

House brochure.  Religious Development welcomed a new clerk of the committee and new director of its 

“always anticipated but never sure how it will all get done” youth Christmas play.  They have also been

 exploring further policy and practices for protecting our youth from sexual abuse.  Friends in Unity with 

Nature continues to remind us of our corporate moral responsibility to develop right relationships with Earth 

and all creation.  Besides their work with education, greening the house, tending the meadow, and restoring

 the woods, they were very active in the 2006 OVYM session focused on Earthcare.  Two committees have

 kept functioning with less than adequate membership:  House and Grounds plus Community.  Despite these limitations, Community is grateful to report that “the loaves and fishes appear, and no one goes hungry at 

carry in”. House and Grounds still organized the painting and cleaning of the caretakers’ apartment, plus 

numerous other repair jobs.  In addition, the work of small but faithful committees like Music, Library, and 

Newsletter is gratefully acknowledged.   

(Continued on page   ) 

FCNL EPISTLE TO FRIENDS:    FCNL brings messages of hope to Congress:  War Is Not the 

Answer and Peace Is Possible Through Peaceful Means. Hope springs from faithful action in risky

 times, and all the FCNL community, in Washington and around our country, practice hope every day. 

Our practice of hope shows some results.  In 2007 we saw that more and more people engaged their government and effectively communicated with their elected representatives.  

Despite a climate of fear and propaganda, your work with FCNL is making a difference: we are pro-

viding people around the country with the tools to work for nuclear disarmament, for ending U.S. 

sponsored torture, for banning cluster bombs, for restoring the earth, for honoring the promises to 

Native Americans, for ending the U.S. war and occupation of Iraq, for preventing another war with 

Iran, for exposing the fallacious “global war on terrorism,” and for promoting  the peaceful preven-

tion of deadly conflict.  In some cases, Congress has supported good legislation but did not override

 a presidential veto.  In every case, grassroots lobbying by FCNL constituents around the country

 played a role in persuading members of Congress to consider our views, and often, to vote 

consistent with FCNL’s recommendations.

Success and Progress:  No New Nuclear Weapons: FCNL led the coalition lobbying strategy that resulted in Congress eliminating all funding for the administration’s proposed new nuclear bomb, the “Reliable Replacement Warhead” program (RRW). 
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