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Calendar

All events and meetings take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise noted.

August 6th:             7:30pm House and Grounds
August 12th:            6:30pm    Quaker Questions discussion topic is Faith in Action.  Bring a F(f)riend
August 17th:            11:45am  Friends in Unity with Nature
August 14th  – 17th :   Religious Educators Institute of FGC meeting at Bradford Woods, IN. 
August 17th:            10:30 am Miami Meeting hosts annual worship and potluck at Ft. Ancient  (see p. 5)
August 24th:             Religious Development meets at the rise of Meeting

September 19th – 21st:     Annual Community Friends Renewal
Announcements

AUGUST 17TH ANNUAL FORT ANCIENT MEETING FOR WORSHIP AND PICNIC

 Every year, Miami Monthly Meeting gathers for our Meeting for Worship and a Picnic under the trees of historic Fort Ancient, an ancient spiritual gathering place for Native American Peoples. As we arrive at 10:30 (prior to the park’s official opening) we enter via the service road adjacent to the caretaker’s house and gather on the lawn in front of the pavilion for worship followed by the picnic. We were blessed this past year to host many Friends from three monthly meetings and had the highest number of participants in a long time. Again, Friends throughout Yearly Meeting are welcome to worship with us and enjoy a picnic lunch.
JEAN STOFFREGEN’S CONTACT INFO 
While she’s recuperating: 

St. Margaret Hall

1960 Madison Rd.  Rm. 241B

Cincinnati, OH.  45206

513-618-0856

************************************

KAY THOMSON’S MEMORIAL

Kay Thomson died Monday night, 7/14, near 11:30 PM.  She passed away quietly in her room at the Hyde Park Health Center.  Her memorial will be Sunday, September 7th at 3pm at our Meetinghouse.

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business Summary of Sixth Month
Sixth Month 8, 2008
12 in attendance for Monthly Meeting for Business, with Ken Bordwell clerking.

Treasurer’s report - Operating: Mary Anne Curtiss reporting a two month report, noting that the meeting took in $4,752.21 in April and May with over $ 7,833 in unrestricted fund balance at the end of May.  Malcolm Morriss and Mary Anne explained a few line items and answered questions from the floor, mostly related to actual bank balances.  Concern was expressed by the new Treasurer (Mary Anne) about the level of contributions received in relation to those projected. Mary Anne also inquired as to how much should be paid this month to Parent Bodies.  Malcolm tried to determine how much had been paid to OVM’s fiscal year 07-08 commitment, which was $3,000, so we owe $2,917, and will be paid this month.  Mary Anne suggested that all persons needing a check use a check request form.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted.  GREAT appreciation was noted for Malcolm’s work over his tenure as Treasurer.  Ken noted that even he learned something about numbers.

Items from the Clerk’s table : Ken Bordwell noted that there is a Job opening for Peace Tax fund and provided information for those interested.

Action Items: 

· The budget for OVYM was distributed.  Ken read a Minute written by the ad hoc committee which had examined the budget in detail, expressing satisfaction with the OVYM Budget.  Lisa Cayard brought to the meeting’s attention that the inclusion of children in assessing contributions of individual meetings may change as time passes. Gratitude was expressed to the ad hoc committee for studying the budget.  The Minute was approved.

· Eric Wolff shared information regarding the caretaker’s request to have wireless internet access for the meeting house, the cost to be shared with the caretaker.  The cost to the meeting would be $20 per month, the caretaker cost would be $15 per month, plus the caretaker would supply the router.  The cost for this would come out of the telephone/internet budget line.  This cost was approved by the meeting for business.

· A slate of Nominations was presented by Eileen Bagus, with a few name and spelling changes noted and the addition of an additional person to House and Grounds.  Please see attached report.  Adult Education committee could find no members, and the decision was made to simply let second hour be filled spontaneously by committees that saw fit to make a presentation.  The slate of Nominations was approved with GREAT gratitude.

· A discussion ensued regarding the necessary arrangements that need to be made to transition a new treasurer in relation to banking signatures and approvals.  The Presiding clerk, the treasurer, and the Recording clerk, were given authority to make the necessary changes and sign the necessary documents.  The minute was approved.

Committee reports 

· House and grounds-Eric Wolff reported.  Screens for the windows went missing after the last work day.   A few thefts (30-40) have occurred and alternative security measures were discussed.  The meeting still has need of a lawn mower.  Internet access was discussed.  The spruce tree was removed, as evidenced in the front lawn.  Issues with trees falling on neighbors’ properties have been resolved.  Ed is doing a survey of other trees that may be in danger of causing damage.  Cut wood will be put out for use by the meeting members.  Tree and Fence policy is in the process of being drafted.  Other misc. items were discussed, including attic insulation, which is now complete.  

· Ministry and Counsel-Frank Huss reported.  The report discussed progress of outreach activities.  They are also working on a memorial minute for Lee Thomson for presentation at OVYM.   

· Music-Reported by Gene Marquis.  Joe Rogers, the piano technician was contacted regarding further investigation of a heater/humidifier.  Business meeting approved the expense for have the technician install the equipment, even though the expense puts the committee over budget.

· Stewardship-Mary Anne Curtiss reported.   They are hoping House and Grounds has a new estimate for the new furnace so that they can go out and raise the money to cover the cost.   The status of bids was discussed.

Wider Quaker bodies
· Ohio Valley Yearly Executive meeting-Executive Committee Meeting 6/7.  Byron Branson reported that yearly meeting planning is going well.  There is a move to a uniform policy regarding the hiring and practices of persons who work with children.

· Miami Quarterly meeting-Frank Huss reported on the meeting in Yellow Springs.  Most of the meeting was State of Meeting reports.  Lisa noted that last year’s State of the Meeting report was accidentally included in the newsletter, rather than the current one.  This situation will be rectified.

· Miami Monthly meeting is having an open house on June 22nd.

· Friends Association of Higher Education is having an annual conference in England later this month.

Approval of minutes from Fourth and Fifth Month, 2008




Lisa commented that we probably don’t need to accept minutes at the beginning of meeting for business any longer.  She also inquired as to the status of the web site.



The Peace and Social Concerns Committee this year will be focusing on food issues as an integral aspect of peace and justice.  There is one very practical here-and-now issue that Quakers have to consider on a regular basis:  does it help panhandlers to give them money? This is more urgent because the City of Cincinnati is continuing to work to make panhandling entirely illegal in Cincinnati.
There are no direct data regarding our city, but Doug Burks have found one excellent study from Toronto, Canada.  (1)

A team of researchers systematically searched all downtown Toronto areas between February and April 2001.  Panhandlers were offered varying sums of money to participate in the somewhat lengthy [twenty minute, ninety question] survey.  A total of 54 panhandlers were interviewed. 
Panhandlers claimed a mean income from panhandling of $300 and from all other sources of about $200.  A mean of $200 reportedly went to food, $ 112 went to tobacco, and $80 to all other drugs including alcohol. 70% stated they would prefer a minimum wage job for “a regular income” or “to get off the street” but many felt they could not handle conventional jobs because of mental illness, physical disability, or lack of skills. 

Ninety three per cent were current smokers of tobacco.  Forty percent drank alcohol less than one time per week; 54 percent drank daily (26%) or at 1-6x per week (28%).  A large variety of drugs were used, with thirteen percent reporting no alcohol or drug use whatsoever during the past 12 months.
It was found that the majority of panhandlers in Toronto are homeless and living in extreme poverty.  The amount of money that panhandlers spend on alcohol and illicit drugs is significant, but much less than others have suggested.  For the one-fourth of panhandlers who rent a room or apartment, any loss of income could easily lead to homelessness.  For details regarding this data, I would be glad to share this article.   

Mary Anne Curtiss, Peace and Social Concerns ( July 21, 2008)

1   Bose, Rohit, and Hwang, Stephen W., Income and Spending Patterns among Panhandlers. Canadian Medical Association Journal,  September 3, 2002; 167 (5) pages 477-479.


Seven days at FGC summed up in a paragraph? Impossible!  Maybe I’ll need to start a blog!  Here goes.....  

This was my 2nd time attending a week-long FGC gathering, and I find myself thinking of it as the  most beautiful dream but also, in some ways, as a bad nightmare!  Liberal Friends try hard to meet the needs 

and preferences of diverse individuals,  and there are umpteen choices at any given time as a result.  Fifteen hundred people maneuvering around a campus (thank goodness for the golf carts!),  trying to get to different workshops, interest groups, sing alongs (from musicals to Gospel!), meals, etc. - Whew!  I’m guessing that only Unitarians rival us in the effort to meet diverse interests and needs. :) Even if I weren’t someone plagued with a disability around planning and decision-making (now made worse by the effects of Lyme Disease on my poor brain!), mapping out a plan for one’s day would still be a 

challenge. It was also more difficult for me this time than in 2002 when I was a brand new Quaker,  because, having sojourned in “Quakerdom” around Philadelphia for almost two years, I couldn’t go anywhere without running into people I know and care about. It was easy to lose track as I got caught in re-connections. But for all the fragmentation, there is  nothing else like a group of 1500 people in silent worship together.  It’s truly worth coming to FGC just for this.   It’s like a thousand busy little streams all merging into one huge body of still water, now all united in the quiet oneness.  FGC reveals the diversity and the oneness of Friends in an amazing way.  I hope to go again - only next time I might plan, as Eric suggests, to do nothing!  One can be assured that something will happen, regardless.  

                                    -- Paulette Meier 
This, my second FGC gathering, was deeply renewing for me.  Listening with many others on Sunday to the tape of Martin Luther King’s talk at Gathering 50 years ago helped set the tone.  So did hearing about the black bear Deborah saw wandering through campus two nights earlier.  Taking part in the week-long morning workshop “EarthQuakers Unbound!” helped provide continuity—a group of fascinating people to check in with daily—and 
was an inspiration as I made new connections and sensed new leadings.  Mingling all week at meals, discussions, workshops, and worship with many of  the 1500 participants, all the while resonating with the deep green forest patches woven through as well as stretching beyond the Johnstown campus, gradually deepened my sense of grounding in the vast, ordering Presence which enlivens all.   

         --Bill Cahalan

Something in the water?

This was my 3rd year attending the FGC Gathering, 1988, 2003, and 2008.  Last time, I almost decided not to return due to the expense and the largeness of it all.  We (Bill, Dylan and myself) did return though with help from the Cannon Fund and my stipend for working with the children’s program in the evening.  We went back to lovely Johnstown, PA where we had been in 2003.  I think I knew that this would be an amazing week when I saw a black bear roaming through the campus that first evening.   Although I was worried about not getting my first choice workshop on yoga and having to sit in my 2nd choice workshop on prayer each morning, the prayer workshop was just what I needed. Plus, I still got to take an early morning yoga class.  The afternoons were leisurely and a good time to walk around the wooded trails on the edge of campus or visit the Quaker Earthcare Witness Center (which I helped program in 2003) or the healing center or just hang out with Bill.  We only had periodic Dylan sightings.  I did touch on some deep and difficult places while I was there, but the beauty is that I felt guided through them.   My unQuakerly moment happened on the computer, so I’m still pondering how to be more centered in the tech realm.  Now I understand why the gathering is an annual pilgrimage for some.  There is every sort of Quaker interest and persuasion available plus 1500 Friends to get to know.  And maybe there’s something in the water, the living water.  

                                              --Deborah Jordan


Leland (Lee) Stone Thomson, born July 5, 1909 lived to see almost a century of history.  Son of Robert P. Thomson and Lula Stone Thomson, he and his brothers Bruce and George began life on a farm in Seward, Illinois.  Lee often rode a horse to his one-room school.

He came to Cincinnati with the intention of studying engineering in the co-op program at the University of Cincinnati, but found he had earned enough credits in psychology to graduate sooner in that major and start bringing in income.  His first co-op placement, during the Depression, was helping to lay track for the railroad—even more backbreaking labor than any farm work he had done.  His second co-op job was with the Strietman Biscuit Company, which later became the Keebler Company.  They hired Lee as a full-time employee, and he spent his entire work life there, designing various original baking processes and inventing some new equipment before retiring in 1974. 

He married Kathryn (Kay) Sturm Thomson on October 11, 1937.  One child, David Stone Thomson, was born in 1945.  Granddaughter Rachel Thomson was born in 1970 in David’s first marriage.  David married Joan Coolidge in 1993.

After retirement Lee volunteered in the International Executive Service Corps for more than ten years. In this capacity he and Kay spent weeks or months in eleven developing countries, with Lee teaching local people modern factory methods of baking.  This time of travel and cross-cultural sharing was one of the happiest times of their lives.

Lee was a man of wide interests.  For years he formally studied and practiced meditation.  He became a skilled photographer.  His inventiveness did not stop at work; he continually crafted devices for the home—everything from an unusual shaped fireplace screen to a bird-feeding platform that could be refilled and observed through a second story window.  He was a lover of music, from classical to jazz.  Late in life he played in a recorder group.  Music brought Kay and Lee together when he was an usher at a wedding where she was the soloist.  Over the years they shared many common interests, including almost fifty years of giving elaborate puppet performances for children of all ages.  Lee and Kay welcomed many Friends to their home for a wide variety of Quaker study groups, which always ended with the familiar cup of tea and Lee’s latest offering of bakery.

Lee was raised in the Congregational faith, becoming a convinced Friend in 1993.  He was a member of Community Monthly Meeting of Cincinnati at the time of his death on August 24, 2007.
Queries prompted by studying Rufus Jones written by Kay Thomson
Do you regularly set aside a time for family silence and prayer together?
Do you fell in direct contact with God?

Do you have faith in the transforming power of God and are you concerned with the inward source as the origin of life, light and power in your life?
Do you keep open to God’s guidance and have faith to act on that guidance?

Do you ever view adversity as a grace and blessing?

Do you believe in the continuous revelation of God to humans?

Are you trying to work in some way for a spiritual civilization?

Is the climate of your daily life, your outlook and ambition conducive to carrying spiritual forces of peace, love and goodness into our present society?

Is our meeting a living organ of God’s spirit?  Is it possessed with live ideas to paint the way to the new world that must be built?

Community Friends Meeting

3960 Winding Way 

Cincinnati, Ohio  45229

Address Correction Requested




Peace Focus – Our Poorer Neighbors








3 SHORT REFLECTIONS ON FGC GATHERING





Memorial Minute for Lee Thomson











